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Good afternoon to one and all and
welcome back to Priestfield as we
prepare for our final run-in to this
season with the first of three
hugely important games. These
are games which we simply have
to win if we are to have any
chance of getting a rewarding
conclusion to what has been a
long, exciting, intriguing albeit
sometimes frustrating season.

On behalf of everyone connected to
Gillingham, I'd like to welcome
everyone from Swindon, our visitors
today, and as they are certain to be
playing League One football next
season, I'd like to offer our
congratulations to Paolo, the team
and supporters for a magnificent
effort in this campaign and wish them
every success next year. It is of course
our intention to win the fixture today,
given we have our own ambitions, but
if other results go for our visitors this
afternoon they will have secured
automatic promotion and will have
two further games to try to achieve
the division’s championship.

Unfortunately there have been
difficulties leading up to this game
due to issues we have had with the
Kent police. These issues date back to

_‘_ |

the latter part of last year when we
were presented out of the blue with a
new contract for spedal police services
which moved away from agreements
we have enjoyed for the past 17 years,
and attempted to implement terms
and costs basad on a national ACPO
(Association of Chief Police Officers)
guideline policy. Apart from increasing
our costs by up to 54%, the new
proposals included many clauses we
simply couldn’t agree with, and
although a number of those issues
have now been resolved, the key
issues are still unacceptable and
cannot be agreed.

Compromise

This matter had nothing to do with
crowd safety, as we have never, and
will never compromise safety within
the stadium for which we are
responsible, so comments from one
particular individual - incredibly one in
a position of perceived power at
Medway Council - were guite
outrageous, unhelpful and frankly
detrimental to the integrity of our very
experienced Club Safety Officer who,
along with our team of highly trained
safety stewards, have made watching
football here at Priestfield a safe and
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memorable experience for all
supporters for a number of years

There was never any question in my
mind about the game going ahead,
nor that supporters would not be
allowed in to watch, hence the reasor
we continued selling tickets both her:
and in Swindon, but fruitful and
amicable discussions were on-going
last week and this week with Kent
Police and those discussions had to be
had first before we could make
progress. We dearly don't agree with
a number of matters in regard to the
Police, some to do with the
agreement and some to do with
categorisation of fixtures, but what
we didn’t expect or see coming was
the issuing of the Prohibition Notice
from Medway Counail last
Wednesday. Incredibly, this was issued
without any notice or discussion with
me or our Club Safety Officer, and
issued in fact without any further
discussions with the Club’s Safety
Advisory Group, a group made up of a
number of stakeholders from the
council and other authorities.

| have heard some attempts to justify
these actions, but frankly the rhetoric
is nothing short of pathetic, in fact
embarrassing and naturally | am very




disappointed in certain individuals in
Medway Council right now. | am
particularly disappointed that,
although the senior councillor
respansible for the Prohibition Notice
did not discuss the matter with me
prior to his actions, and my attempts
to speak with him since have met with
no response, he seems to have been
happy to discuss the matter with all
and sundry in the media.

I've also heard suggestions this week
that the coundii’s high-profile handiing
of this issue was a rather poor attempt
to deflect public attention away from
the rather more important issue of the
shocking statistics regarding its under-
performing primary schools here in
Medway, and whilst the council’s
media department kicked into action
very quickly, we decided to continue
our business as usual and dedined to
make any comment until Wednesday
morning, once we had concluded our
discussions with Kent Police.

Coverage

The issuing of the Prohibition Notice
had no positive effect as far as | can
see and, apart from attracting
substantial national coverage for
Medway Council and causing
unnecessary anxiety with many
football fans, it played no partin
resolving any issues. That said, our
relationship with Kent Police is
excellent, and although we are
polarised on the head agreement
issue, we continue with normal
discussions and hopefully the new
proposed agreement will be agreed
between the parties soon. Failing that,
we will refer the matter te the High
Court for darification and
determination in due course. While
this matter is involving our club at
present, it will become a matter for all
clubs in the football pyramid in the
period ahead, as | understand all
forces throughout the UK will be
attempting to implement the ACPO
policy guidelines at socme stage, which
will be a big problem for the football
industry as a whole unless the policy is
challenged successfully.

On other matters, | would like to
offer a big thank-you to all our season
ticket holders past and present who
have already renewed their season
tickets for next season. There is still

everything to play for and anything is
still possible, and thanks to all of you
who have made such positive
comment on the new Centenary kit
for next season. The kit will be a
fitting tribute to all those who have
worn the shirt over the past 100
years, and a real once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

Today, in the centre pages of the
programme, and as an additional
hand-out, our architect Mark Carter
has presented his outiine schematic
proposals for Medway Village at Mill
Hill, our view of how we would design
a new Community Stadium concept,
together with the other enabling
facilities on the site available to us.
This plan has been sent to all
members of Medway Council for their
consideration and comment but
crucial to this scheme succeeding is
the need for major fooed retail, eg a
Morrison’s, Waitrose, Asda or similar
type of food retailer as they alone
would provide the level of enabling
funding required to get plans off the
ground.

We have had some very interesting
meetings with several food retailers so
far this month, one last Thursday, and
they are all very keen 1o be part of this
scheme on this site, a site owned by a
willing and accommodating
landowner. We have also met with
two substantial national developers
who also like the site and see the
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merits of such a scheme. The path
ahead will not be easy, but as many
clubs have demonstrated - Brighton
being the most recent - if we keep
focused and work hard to achieve the
scheme, it will allow the club to
develop, prosper and continue to
serve the people of Medway and
beyond for another centenary ahead,
and thereafter.

On commercal matters, Steve Lowe
our Commercial Director has left the
ciub by mutuai consent. i'd iike to
thank him for his efforts while with
the club and wish him well for the
future. | would also like to remind
everyone that the Player of the year
Dinner/ Dance takes place on
Saturday, May 5, so if you haven't
already got your tickets, call our sales
team as they are selling fast.

Today, however, is all about football.
You have been superb in your support
all season and we need you all to get
behind the team today as we attempt
to get a result against probably the
divisional champions designate. It
won't be easy but we have the quality
and commitment within the dressing
room to achieve anything this season.
Let's make Priestfield rock, and enjoy
the game. Thanks for coming.

Up The Gills!
Paul D P Scally
Chairman
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Tickets are still available for our Player of the Year dinner, which is
being held on the evening of our home game with Morecambe on
Saturday May 5.

Priced at £50 plus VAT, the black-tie event includes a three-course meal, live
music and, of course, the crowning of our Player of the Year, as well as Young
Player of the Year and Goal of the Season.

You should have been given a voting form on your way into the stadium today,
but they are still available in the Blues Rock Café and Megastore after the game.
But be guick — voting forms have to be handed in today.

Our Goal of the Year award is being run on our offical website in conjunction
with Gills Player, our subscription video senice.

There are 10 goals in the running, and you can see them all in our free video on
the official website. The 10 goals are:

GOAL A - Jack Payne at Barnet, August 16

Payne collected the ball, took a touch and fired in from 25 yards, giving Dean Brill no chance.
GOAL B - Danny Jackman at Hereford, September 16

The best strike in the club's record away League win, Jackman collected a short corner from
Luke Rooney and fired into the top comer from 25 yards with his weaker right foot.

GOAL C - Chris Whelpdale at Torquay, October 15

Whelpdale put the gloss on another memorable away day, skinning a defender before
lobbing into the far corner

GOAL D - Lewis Montrose v Oxford, October 22

Montrose scored the only goal against the Us, taking a touch after a cross was deared before
arrowing an unstoppable shot into the top comer.

GOAL E - Jack Payne at Bournemouth, November 12

Payne levelled this thrilling tie at 1-1 in the first hatf with a fine strike from 35 yards

GOAL F - Jo Kuffour at Crawley, December 26

Kuffour had not long brought the Gilk leve! before he collected the ball from Rooney, beat his
man and finished smartly beyond Scott Shearer for the winner.

GOAL G - Gavin Tomlin v Southend, February 13

Although it proved 1o be no more than a consolation, it was some consolation as Curtis
Weston found Tomlin who burst through the defence before lashing home.

GOAL H - Charlie Lee v Hereford, February 28

The pick of the goals on @ memorable night, Lee made it 34 after a barnstorming run and a
low lefi-footed shot from the edge of the box. Continued on page 7
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90/50 WINNERS
The winning numbers
from the Gillingham v
Dagenham & Redbridge
50/50 Matchday Lottery

draw sponsored by DFDS
Seaways were:

1st Prize £500

310823

Michael Garofalo
(Rochester)
Signed Shirt
310836

Joshua Popple
{Isle of Sheppey)

2nd Prize

3rd Prize Signed Ball
311177

Unclaimed

4th Prize Goody Bag
311191

Unclaimed

To claim your prize contact
Main Reception between
9.00am and 5.00pm
(weekdays) on 01634 300000
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GOAL | - Joe Martin at Plymouth, March 3

Martin's second career goal was a spectacular one, firing in from 35 yards with a strike
worthy of winning any game.

GOAL J - Chris Whelpdale v Macdesfield, March 31

Whelpdale's second goal on this list was a real team effort. Rowan Vine found Danny
Kedweil, who fed Danny Spiller. Spiller hared down the left before delivering a great cross
which Whelpdale dived to head home.

Voting for Goal of the Year closes at Spm tomorrow (Sunday April 22), so if
you have made your choice, email goal@priestfield.com to have your voted
counted - and one person who votes will win a football signed by the Gills
first-team squad.

FANPOWER STADIUM

Football League sponsors npower are
giving the Gills the chance to win
£30,000 through the FanPower
Stadium.

The competition is split into two stages -
firstly fans signing up to take their seats in
each team’s stadium, and the first team in the division to reach their average
attendance will win. Our magic number is 5,544, so we need as many of you
here today as possible to sign up and take your seats.

The second stage of the competition is about making 'noise’ - talking
about the club on Facebook and on Twitter. Once you have registered via
Facebook and linked it to your Twitter account, any reference you make to
the Gills, MEMS Priestfield Stadium, the manager or any of the players earns
us a point. You can even just add #FANPOWERSTADIUM to your Tweets to
get them counted.

To register and help the club climb the table, search NPOWER FOOTBALL on
Facebook, or click on the link via our official Facebook page.

GOALS CHART

GILLINGHAM OPPONENTS
TOWN END RAINHAM END TOWN END RAINHAM END
PLAYED 24 16 27 22 12

000000000

Week 47 Superdraw - April 16 2012

£1,000 Mr Spragg - P3505

£150 Miss H Wilkes - 75391

£100 Mrs B Nock - K7894

£75 Mrs Pat Rodgers - T9217
£50 Mr R Porter - B1527

£50 Mrs V Golder - S0573

£25  Mrs] Srain - 5499

£25 Mrs | Davies - K7706

£25 Mrs M Woollam - C0435
£25 Mrs Purcell - 13181

The birth date drawn today was the 25/10/22, but there were
no winners so next weeks' prize will be £600!

Our next
- game here
| at MEMS
Priestfield is
our final game
of the negular season when
Morecambe are the visitors.

It is just the third time the
Lancashire outfit have made the trip
to Kent, having lost 5-0 on their first
in 2008, but claimed a 1-1 draw last
season.

The Shrimps, under Jim Bentley,
made a fine start to the season and
were top in September, but they
have faded away to mid-table.

They have fared better away from
home this season, winning eight and
drawing eight and losing just five of
their games on the road.

LIVE UPDATES

If you ever can’t make a Gills game
- home or away - follow it via the
official website’s increasingly
popular live updates.

Our live, interactive update service
gives our fans the chance to give us
their opinions during the game, either
by using the comments facility on the
console we use to bring the updates, or
via Twitter, by adding #gillslive to your
Tweets. If you're at the game and
Tweeting, add #gilislive and your
comments may be included.

Updates from our next game at
Northampton will start at 2pm, so join
us for the build-up followed by live
coverage.

TODAY'S
MASCOT

Euan Penney will be
walking out with the Gills
this afternoon.

Euan who comes from Sittingbourne,
will be celebrating his seventh birthday
on Friday and lists his favourite Gills
players as Danny Kedwell and Andy
Frampton.

if you would like your child to have a
day they will never forget here at MEMS
Priestfield Stadium, call Val Rault on
01634 350131 between 10am and Spm
to find out about our mascot packages.
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Treat yourself with

£7 high street
vouchers

¥

\ |
g 3
2 |

Switch to npower for gas and electricity

and you could get £75 high street vouchers.
So whether you're after some well deserved
retail therapy or a day out with the kids,
why not turn your energy into rewards?

Call us now on

0800 294 9305 ArPower

mwcﬁuamﬂabkwmrpcmucuswmaumammmmmhm?.m‘smwwh.uquBuiwgyDixmmzmawiﬁs
paying by monthly Direct Debit. Maximum £75 Love2shop voudhers per household No cash altemarnive. Issuer's temms and conditions apply, Vouthe will be sent within 6-8 weeks of sacond
fusl supply start date rpoummrhen‘@-.:t::s;minnehWhmwmdm«m-ﬁw.NmmMncmmw:thmoﬁm npowss aCeepts no Babiity
for undielivered, lost, mistaid or delayed vouchers Offer subject to avaflability and may be withdrawn 3t any time Calls: may be racorded and monitored for training and secunly purposss




Good afternoon everyone for this,
our penultimate home league game
of the season.

It's been a frustrating few weeks for
us, but we still have a chance of
getting into the top seven, which is the
very minimum we wanted from this
season.

All the time you've got a chance
you've gof to go out there and give
everything you can. | thought we did
that at Oxford, we went very bold,
4-2-4. 1 think some people thought we
were more negative than we were but
we went there and tried 10 win the
game, unfortunately we didn't. On
another day in different circumstances,
a point at Oxford would be a good
result but at this stage of the season it's
wins and wins only.

it is do or die now. It's a shame it's
come to that because we wanted to be
in the top three. There’s no hiding from
that. We haven’t achieved that and we
may not achieve the top seven. Last
year we missed out on goal difference
and it's going to be really disappointing
if we miss out this year.

It hasn't been for the lack of trying,
it's been very difficult in respect of
getting that real consistency in picking
the team and |'ve got to say, |'ve never
known an injury list over the season as
bad as we've had. It doesn’t help, but
we're not going to hide from that.
Easter was a frustrating weekend for us
as we drew at Bristol Rovers and then
lost here to Dagenham.

Bristol Rovers was a tough place 1o go,
the pitch was very difficult. We got
ourselves into a great position and it
was a shame in the end that we had to
fight to get a point

It was disappointing because the

performance wasn't 1oo bad. Away
from home — apart from Burion — we
haven’t been too bad, but at home we
haven't done so well and we've got to
do better in the last few home games
that we've got

The Dagenham game was frustrating
for us. As | said after the game we
were lacking a spark, and it’s @ game
that passed us by.

We can't afford to let that happen
here today when we face a Swindon
side who have done fantastically well
this season. | know it's a game that you
supportars desperately want to win
and we are much the same.

We'd love to finish off with three wins
and if we get three wins then we still
have a major opportunity to get intc
the play-offs. That is our aim, to win
the last three games, let's hope we can
and we can make the play-offs.

Fantastic

I'd like to welcome all the players,
officials and staff of Swindon, incdluding
of course Paolo Di Canio. Firstly, I'd like
to offer my condolences to Paolo after
he sadly lost his mum last weekend. He's
a fantastic character, great for the game.
He was a fantastic player, very gifted,
somebody that I'd pay money to watch.

He became a West Ham legend and
he’s now becoming a Swindon legend
too. He's done fantastically well. It took
them a bit of time to settle and far
them to get used to Paolo and how he
wanted to do things, but in the end
they've been the best team over the
season so all credit to them. He's
somebody that I've enjoyed watching
over the years.

We also welcome Luke Rooney back
after his January move to the County
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Ground. We made him an offer io stay,
it wasn't right for him and he’s decided
to go for another challenge. He’s gone
there and he’s done really well. In the
time | worked with him, he was a bit
frustrating at times but he's got a
massive amount of ability and we wish
him well for the future — after today, of
course.

This week we have seen Olly Lee
return to West Ham at the end of his
loan spell. Olly himself will tell you he
was frustrated as it just didn't work out
for him here. I've seen a lot of Olly, but
he didn't really get going in his time
with us. | thought he did really well at
Cheltenham, but was in and out of the
team. We wish him well for the future.

On Tuesday, all of the first-team took
part in CRY screening here at the dub.
It's very important, especially in light of
what’s happened in the past weeks
with Fabrice Muamba and then the
tragic death of Piermario Morosini in
italy at the weekend.

The players were very happy to have it
done because you never know — it
gives them peace of mind. The younger
players have already been screened,
and when it was done my son Jzkob
hiad a slight problem with his
screening.

He went to see the spedalist and
fortunately there was no problem and
they were happy. There was nothing to
worry about, but the screening did
highlight something, they thought it
might be a defect but in the end it was
sormething of nothing. It was a little bit
of a worry at the time, but hes fine, so
it's pleasing for us.

Get behind the boys today,
Andy
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MATCH ACTION

Bristol Rovers 2
Richards 59, Carayol 80

Gillingham 2
Whelpdale 55, Oli 80

Friday April 6 2012
npower League Two, Memorial Stadium
Attendance: 6,160

Rovers: Bevan, Woodards (Smith 54), Bolger,
Parkes, Paterson (Gill 43), Carayol, Lund, Stanley,
Sawyer (¢), Harrold, Zebroski (Richards H/T)
Unused subs: Downes, Dorman

Gills: Gazzangia, Fish, Frampton (c), Essam,
Martin, Jackman (Oli 86), Wheipdale, Payne,
Montrose (Spiller 72), Kedwell, Vine (Miller 79).
Unused subs: Evans, Lee

. Rowan Vine holds off Cian Bolger

2. Chris Whelpdale takes the plaudits for the
opener

3. Danny Kedwell and Dennis Oli celebrate the
late leveller

4. Danny Kedwell is denied

5. Matt Fish heads goalwards

Pictures courtesy of Medway Messenger

MATCH STATS

2 Goals 2

g Total attempts 13
6 On target 5

2 Off target 6

1 Blocked 2

0 Hit woodwaork 0
3 Corners )
3 Caught offside 1

11 Fouls conceded 15
0 Yellow cards 3

0 Red cards
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Hi Junior Gills fans and welcome fo the Swindon game,
I'm kindly helping out the Community Trust this
pregramme as they've got lots going on so I said I
would help and include some of their bits on my page.

Today's sees the second
semi-final of our half-time
shoot-out between
Ospringe Primary School and St Thomas of
Canterbury RC Primary School.

As with our last semi-final both schools have been
very strong throughout the competition and we are
expecting another close contest. Please get behind
the teams as they look to secure their place in the
final against Featherby Junior School at our last home
game of the season against Morecambe.

WHATS YOUR GOAL!
COMMUNITY MANAGER
& EVENTS MANAGER

The Whai's Your Goal
scheme continued last week
when we welcomed Alana
Crayden and George
Clements to the club.

Alana shadowed Head of Community Adam Lawrence
with the Community Trust for the week, helping out
end overseeing our Soccer Schools and also
researching future and potential projects.

George assisted Events Manager Paul Rogers with
boekings for upcoming events, gathering feedback
from events that had recently been held and planning
and setting up for our Murder Mystery night held last
weekend.

Both Alana and George were very keen and
committed to learn as much as they could from the
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four days they had at the club and we hope that this
experience will be useful and beneficial for their
future.

BUILDING LINKS WITH THE
COMMUNITY
During the recent Easter school
holidays, the Community Trust teamed
up with The Hyde Group to deliver some free sports
coaching to children living on the Medway Gate
Housing estate, in Strood.
= Community coaches
Dean Grant and
Adam Burchell
organised a variety
of fun sporting
games and activities |
for the children who
turned up on the
days. These largely involved football as you'd expect,
but the group also enjoyed dodgeball and football-
golf.

We had a number of young people involved over the
two days, ranging from ages 5-14 years.

Tt was a successful few days, despite the
unpredictable weather, and the Community Trust are
already looking forward to the potential of running
similar events in the future in partnership with The
Hyde Group.

Up the GillsH!

O )
/fommyt@pries'rfigld_com

www.gillinghamfootballclub.com




IN THE

COMMUNITY

Good afternoon everyone and
welcome to the Swindon game.

As the season’s end draws ever cioser,
we are busy preparing for what is
usually the most hectic peried for the
department. Despite firsi-team affairs
coming to an end, the Cemmunity
Scheme continues to work hard in the
area, alongside schiools as well as with
school holiday dubs.

GIRLS CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
TRIALS

Qur Girls CofE will be holding trials for
the forthcoming 2012-13 season this
June. We will be looking to identify
players for our US (Development
Squad) and U11, U13, U15 and U17
teams. The trials will take place at UK
PAPER SPORTS GROUND, Gore Court
Road, Sittingbourne, MET0 1QN - (on
grass)

OPEN TRIALS 2012

Open trials for the 2012-13 season will
take place on Saturday June 9.

U9, U11 & U13, 10am to noon

U15 & U17, 12:30pm to 2:30pm.
These trials are for girls who
currently play their football at a
good standard but are not

currently at a Centre of Excellence.

If selected from this trial girls will
be invited to attend our Invite
Only trials.

INVITE ONLY TRIALS 2012

Invite only trials will take place on;
Tuesday June 12 for U9, U11 & U13,
6pm to 8pm

Wednesday June 20 for U15 & U17
@ 6pm to Bpm

These trials are for girls who
currently play for a Centre of
Excellence or have been invited to
attend.

Please note all applications are subject
to the award of an FA Centre of
Excellence Licence for s2ason
201272013,

Full details can be found on the
GFC Girls page of the official Gills
website.

GIRLS CofE U9s CELEBRATION OF
FOOTBALL FESTIVAL
Afier a successiul first season with
our U2 Development Squad we
would like to invite you and your
team to a Celebration of Football
Festival on Saturday May 5, 10am to
noon at UK Paper Sports Ground in
Sittingbourne. The festival will be
non-competitive but will give players
a chance to play against clubs and
teams from the around the county.
Games will be played on a round-
robin basis giving the chance for
plenty of football fun on the day.
Teams need to consist of a maximum
of 12 players and the games will be
7-a-side. To book your team in please
contact: Natalie Curtis at
fitc@priestfield.com or 07584
097872

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

We are currently looking for Level 2 &
UEFA B coaches, Matchday Officials
and a Sports Therapist to join our team
at our Girls Centre of Excellence. For
full details of all positions please visit
the GFC Girls page of the official Gills
website,

In the Community in association with

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

EASTER SOCCER SCHOOLS

Qur last week of Easter Soccer Schools
again saw fantastic numbers and the
fun continued despite some rain
showers. During the weak we were
also joined by our Second Year
Scholars.

/7

Venuss confirmed so far for our
Whitsun Soccer Schools are;

Wed June 6, Thurs 7, Fri 8
at Star Meadow Sports Club,
Gillingham. ME7 3AN

Full information and application
forms can be downloaded via the
Gills” official website or contact
our Community Department on
01634 350125 or email
fitc@priestfield.com and one can

t!*3@ sent, faxed or emailed to you.

Enjoy the game! Adam
T=l: 01634 350125
Email: fitc@priestfield.com

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 13
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THE INTERVIEW BY JON PHIPPS

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

“...I've heen in good form recently and
hopefully | can take that with me into
next year, whether we're in League Two
or League One...”

Spectacular goals, blooming in late
season and an eye-watering injury
have made the 2011/12 season one
that Chris Whelpdale will probably
never forget.

The 25-year-old arrived from
Peterborough last summer, having
impressed during a loan spell here at
MEMS Priestfieid Stadium the previous
November.

By his own admission, it has taken
him a while to find his best form, but
as the end of the season approaches,
Chris is looking every inch the player
who did so well in that loan spell.

He has scored six goals in his last 15
games from midfield, rocketing him up
to 10 for the season — and meeting his
pre-season target.

But he is not planning on stopping
there, as he explained.

“Ten was my target,” he said. “It's my
best season so far. Seven was my best
—in League One a few years 2go.

"lwanted to get 10 so I'm glad that |
got there. For a midfielder | think that’s
quite a good contribution to the team
and I've still got a few games left ta go
on and beat that.

“Maybe | can go on and beat Keds,
he's only on 13, so three games to get
three goals!

“I definitely had 3 slow start to the
season. It took me a while to get into
the mix of things here but now I've
started to hit a bit of form and I've
been enjoying it.

“1 think it's been a matter of coming
down and getting used to how we play
and how League Two plays. It took me
a while to get used fo it but I've settled
now and I'm enjoying my football.

“I've been in good form recently and
hopefully I can take that with me into
next year, whether we're in League
Two or League One.”

Two of those 10 goals have made
the shortlist for the club’s Goal of the
Season, with two more - long-
distance strikes at Crewe and Bristol
Rovers — unlucky not to make it.

The best of them was probably the
strike at Torquay, which manager
Andy Hessenthaler says is his personal
choice for the best goal scored by his
side in the campaign.

Chances

He skipped past his man on the right
flank and then sent a delicious chip
into the far corner to make it 5-2 at
Plainmoor.

“| definitely meant that one,” he
said. “| looked up and | saw him off
his line, so | went for it.

“I've been working on my long-
range shots in training. They don't all
go in like that in training but I've been
getting a few chances and I've been
taking a few of them.”

Both Chris and Charlie Lee made a
real impression in that loan spell from
Peterborough last season, and it was
that spell which piayed a big part in
his decision to swap London Road for
Kent permanently m the summer.

And 2 few days after he completed
his move, Lee followed him to the
Gills, also penning a three-year deal.

The two must get along well then?

“No!” he laughed. “He's a good lad,
I've been with him for four or five
years now, we get on well and it's
good to have him here with us.

“| really enjoyed the loan spell last
year. | hadn't been playing regularly at
Peterborough, I'd been injured and |
was feeling fresh and | needed to get
games under my belt.

“The gaffer told me to come in here
and play with freedom and help them,
because they were right near the
bottom, so | came in and expressed
myseif and | really enjoyed it, and |
think my performances showed that.

“It was 2 major reasen behind my
decision to come here in the summer,
zll the boys here were great, and the
club as a whole is great. It doasn’t
deserve to be in League Two and that
was another reason | came here, to try
and get promotion.”

The Gills currently sit four points
outside the play-off zone with three
games 10 go, and although he admits
it would be disappointing if the club
doesn’t make the top seven, Chris is
refusing to give up hope.

He said: “Coming here at the start of
the season | would have thought the
play-offs would be 2 minimum, so if
we don‘t get in then possibly we've
under-achieved as a team, as a whole,
but there’s still three games to go and
anything can happen in football.

“If we can go out there today and
get three points, then we can
definitely go to Northampton and do
the same, and then Morecambe back
here and get the nine points we
nesd.”

Chris is fairly tall as wingers go, and
has made 3 habit of popping up with
headed goals this term, but he
believes that a role on the right side is
what suits him best.

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 15
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“I really enjoy playing on the right,

he said. “A lot the time | do ‘.:d to
come inside more often than take
people on down the Cumde and get a
ball inic the box.

“I'm not a traditiona! winger but I'm
happiest on the right-hand side of a
four or a three, | really enjoy playing
there and trying to get in the holes
and down the channels.”

One night that stands out n this
memorable campaign is the 3-4 win
over Hereford. Chris scored the Gills’
first that night, but was a spectator
when the dramatic winner went in -

but he admits he's had his §

?lf share of

Games
Qll‘_{ "he a ="C':'

norm!

“It was an ab
and it was |
back to win \ad 1
the last 10 minutes and | was jumping

up and down on the bench a,--ud

thinking ‘is this rﬂa:l\, hﬁpfw g?" but
because 1t happen
Peterborough, 1t wasn’t as big a deal

a5 it might have been to others.”

But the one moment that Chris will
probably always be remembered for
came on Boxing Day when he suffered
an injury to the most painful of areas

The split scrotum he suffered saw

him trending on Twitter and even
now, four mo."‘z."s on,
third searches
him into Gcoolc are

o nhu (_l T

the second and
red when you type

“Chris Whelpdale
s Whelpdale

ht for the next game

"va never experienced anything like
vhen | was tren rju-q on Twitte

was quite weird, esp

n people from all over the world

re mentioning it.”

I"D

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

. \\

CHRIS WHELPDALE:
Appearances 42
Minutes Played 3074
Goals Scored 10
Assists 3
Shots On Target 39
Fouls Conceded 16
(fewest per minutes played)

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM
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'AGE: 19 HOME TOWN: Bexley

WHAT IS THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A GFC GEM?

I think the best thing about it is performing to such a
large and enthusiastic audience and getting the chance to
dance with my friends.

DO YOU GET NERVOUS BEFORE PERFORMING?
Yes | do a little bit, but | think we are all used to it now.

HOW MUCH HAVE YOU ENJOYED PERFORMING

AT PRIESTFIELD?

| have really enjoyed it, everyone is very supportive.

I hope | can carry on performing here for a long time as
it's been a great experience.

HOW SERIOUSLY DO YOU HAVE TO TAKE REHEARSALS?
We have to take them very seriously. As we are
performing in front of such a big audience we have a
number of difficult formations and routines to remember.

WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE GILLS PLAYER AND WHY?
Curtis Weston is my favourite player as he was the
youngest player to play in an FA Cup Final (even if it was
for Millwall).

18 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT
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A ARIYA

TOURS

The only way to-see Sri Lanka

ol

o)

(ani®’

ARIYA TOURS is an independent service run by Ari Ramawickrama
and his son. Born in Colombo, he has worked in the tounst industry for
over 30 years. Specialising in taking small groups around Sri Lanka.
Ariva Tours can also arrange to book hotels and carry out other
administrative work for you. Tours can be arranged in air-conditioned
vehicles as a group (2 people or more) and you can select your itinerary
as you wish (Ariya Tours costs are much less than those of travel agents).

Recommended by Gillingham FC Chairman Paul Scally and former
Mavor of Medway Dayantha (Dai) Livanage MBE, Ariya Tours offer
one of the most experienced and safest guides in Sri Lanka.

ARIYA TOURS

33/3 Kadawatha Road, Kalubowila, Dehiwala, Sri Lanka.
Tel: 94 112 767672

Mobile: 94 777 857495

Fax: 94 112 767672 l »

Email:  ariyatours@hotmail.com

. ARIYA
www.ariyatours.com Tours
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Stobart

BRY LCaSUr.

LONDON

SUPER LEAGUE RUGBY

COMES TO KENT

@ MEMS Priestfield Stadium,
home of Gillingham FC

DATE: Sunday 20" May
KO: 2.00PM

CKET PRICES FROM £10

IN ADVANCE:

Untii May 13" Aduits £10 / Juniors £1 _
with a full paying adult = /
(maximum of 2 kids per aduli) {

ON THE DAY: Adults £15 / Juniors £5

202

serving You

BRONCOS \/ HULL FC.

.

MEDWAY RUGBY LEAGUE STAMPEDE
Medway Dragons v Mersey Storm Medway Dragans Masters
hesr By : Rugby League Festival
Time: 7 30 Dales Fnday ‘B may 2 MOt Rushy Leoaue
Al ttecey Por Time: ~ T Date:

At Tr !
Challenge Cup Finals
Qraon A : 22 = Ve ] London RL Mini League Medway Festival
Time [ Date 3 Iy g (T g Time Thrge Date: 7 KA
Ab s =ar At vedway 2o

For tickets & hospitality please visit gillinghamfooibaliciub.com or call 01434 300 000

AL

Meéed wa ) PR

MEDWAY PARK
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M you see, hear or are the victim of
racial, homophobic or disability
waw hickilout org abuse call Kick If Out on

G800 169 9414

Join together.
Unite against discrimination.




GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

GILLS TRIVIA

FOR THIS WEEK'S GILLS TRIVIA WE ARE GOING BACK 25 YEARS FOR THE 1987 PLAY-OFF FINAL,
WHEN THE GILLS FACED SWINDON.

The Gills had beaten Sunderland in an epic semi-final to reach the two-legged final against the Robins. This game

- the first leg here at Priestfield — took place on May 22 1987, and was won 1-0 by the Gills. The Robins won the
o force a replay, played at Sethurst Park a ; 0 by the men from Wiltshire: To help you out;
we’ve given you their initials.

CLUES:

® Among the team is the current Bristol vaefrs p?yscilo, aBn:ta
striker V\:ho won 88 capslfor the Republic of Ireland...

@ i‘?:?: E:stahﬁfkvéﬁg ?:i)r(iher \Nit?‘l Norwich, while another

® g{‘ag' ?:frw?;; syaz i;'?ealggioal;;:g?;; c::r-xile in the away game,
aAnfsiLc:sz:::ZiLe:g: ;mrg?-:::nt: ?or ?h:eglar.-:;e against Morecambe.

-y

ANSWERS FROM THE DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE
= | PROGRAMME: Romain LARRIEU, Nicky SOUTHALL,

Ben CHORLEY, lan COX, Danny JACKMAN (left),
Mark BENTLEY, Michael FLYNN, Andrew CROFTS,

£—% | Felix BASTIANS, Danny SPILLER, Guylain NDUMBU-NSUNGU

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 23




TODAY'S VISITORS

SWINDON TOWN

THIS AFTERNOON WE WELCOME PAOLO DI CANIO,
THE PLAYERS, STAFF, AND TRAVELLING SUPPORTERS OF
THE ROBINS WHO HAVE MADE THE JOURNEY FROM
WILTSHIRE TO THE MEMS PRIESTFIELD STADIUM FOR
THIS NPOWER LEAGUE TWO MEETING...

THE SEASON SO FAR...

Swindon remain top of the League
Two table despite Tuesday’s 2-1
defeat at Aldershot and they still
require a point for promotion back
to League One.

Coming into this afternoon’s game
they are five points clear of second-
placed Shrewsbury Town, having
picked up 89 points (28 wins and
five draws) from their 43 games.

At the EBB Stadium in midweek
Guy Madjo and Danny Hylton were

24 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT

on target for the Shots either side
of a penalty from Town skipper Paul
Caddis which left boss Di Canio
questioning his player’s
professionalism

Speaking afterwards the italian said
“At least eight of my players were
blurry and I'd like to know why. My
team lacked professionalism and their
attitude was very bad. We were poor
in our pravious two matches and yet
won them.

“Tonight we were poor again and
we lost. | don’t know why they're
playing like this so near to
promotion. It is crazy.”

Despite winning their opening
game of the season, beating Crewe
3-0 at home, the Wiltshire outfit
then lost their next four league




“...ldidn'tseea
groupofmenl
want to see on

the field - we
went three steps
hack.lcan
improve some
professionalism,
but | can't give
heart...”

games and finished August
languishing down in 21st place.

After losing at Shrewsbury boss Di
Canio said: "1 didn’t see a group of
men | want to see on the field - we
went three steps back. | can
improve some professionalism, but |
can't give heart.”

They recovered somewhat to
record three straight wins early in
September but ended the month in
11th place following two defeats in
their last three games. Then they
went unbeaten in October with
three wins and two draws, their 2-0
win over the Gills taking them up
into the play-off places for the first
time.

An unbeaten run of 15 games
came to an end when losing 1-0 at
Torquay United on Boxing Day but
then they embarked on another run
of 10 straight wins — this one

ending in a 2-0 loss at local rivals
Oxford United who completed the
double over Town.

The win at Hereford in February
had taken them into the automatic
promotion places for the first time
and three days later they beat
Shrewsbury 2-1 at the County
Ground to go top - a paositian they
haven’t relinquished since.

Tuesday's loss was their first in
seven games, five of which had
ended in victory.

On their travels Di Canio’s side
have won 10 and drawn two of
their 21 games. Those wins came &t
Accrington (2-0), Barnet (2-0),
Crawley (3-0), Hereford (2-1),
Morecambe (1-0), Northampton
(2-1), Plymouth (1-0), Port Vale
(2-0), Rotherham (2-1) and
Southend (4-1). Further points were
gained from the two draws, at AFC
Wimbledon and Bristol Rovers.

LEADING SCORERS...

Former Grimsby Town striker Alan
Cennell leads the Robins
goalscoring chart with 3 dozen
goals with the experienced Paul
Benson and highly-rated Matt
Ritchie both on 10.

Mehdi Kerrouche, previously with
UAE outfit Al-Oruba, has netted
eight and Raffaele De Vita has six to
his name. Skipper Paul Caddis and
Jake Jervis, who was on loan from
Birmingham City earlier in the
season, both have five while Ronan
Murray and Oliver Risser are on four
goals apiece.

COSMOPOLITAN...

Without a doubt Di Canio has
assembled the most cosmopolitan
squad ever seen in League Two. In
amongst the usual English,

Welsh, Scots and Irishmen there are
three Italians, goalkeeper Mattia
Lanzano, defender Alessandro
Cibocchi and striker De Vita, there
are midfielders Etienne Esajas from
Holland, Oliver Risser (Namibia)
and Spaniard Lander Gabilondo
while forward Kerrouche is an
Algerian.

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

FAMILIAR FACES...

While everyone knows that Luke
Rooney moved to the County
Ground in January, two other
former Gills loanee’s featured in
the Town sguad at Aldershot.
Callum Kennedy made three
appearances for the Gills last
season, arriving on loan around the
same time as Charlie Lee and Chris
Whelpdale came on loan from
Peterborough United.

Going back a bit further Jay
McEveley, then of Blackburn Rovers
but who is currently on loan with
Swindon from Championship
Barnsley, scored one goal in 10
games under Stan Ternent as the
Gills were relegated at the end of
the 2004/05 campaign.

EARLIER IN THE SEASON...
Back in October at the County
Ground the Gills more than held
their own before Ritchie and
Jonathan Smith struck terrific
late goals to seal an undeserved
defeat.

Gillingham certainly had their
chances, Luke Rooney struck a post,
Wes Foderingham denied Chiris
Whelpdasle twice, Jo Kuffour had an
effort blocked on the line while |
doubt whether Danny Kedwell will
want reminding of his horror miss
late on.

Following the game Gills boss Andy
Hessenthaler said: "It was very
disappointing. The performance was
terrific. | couldn't have asked for
more from the boys.”

Town: Foderingham, Flint,
Caddis, Ferry, Ritchie, McCormack
(Cibocchi 41), De Vita, Smith,
Jervis (Risser 85), Montano
(Connell 83), Ridehalgh.

Unused subs: Magera, Abdulla

Gills: Fiitney, Fish, Richards,
Lawrence, Jackman, Whelpdale,
Lea, Weston (S Payne 86),
Rooney, Nouble, Kuffour
(Kedwell 76)

Unused subs: Gazzanigs,
Frampton, Rance

GILLINGHAMFOOTEBALLCLUB.COM




THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE

www.FLAwards.com
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GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

TODAY'S VISITORS

SWINDON TOWN

- Di Canio’s first job in management has seen him lead the Robins to the
¢ top of League Two, with plenty of headlines coming his way during the
ride. The former Lazio, Celtic, Sheffield Wednesday and West Ham -

- among many others - star had a reputation for the unusual during his
. playing days. both good and bad. Among his escapades were pushing
¢ over referee Paul Alcock while with Wednesday, before winning the
. FIFA Fair Play Award in 2001 for catching the ball rather than score
¥ - past stricken Everton goalkeeper Paul Gerrard. He was appointed at
L the County Ground last summer and after a slow start, the Robins

i have blossomed into the team to beat in League Two.

37, pa0LO DI CANIO & e
=t 3
DANGER MAN: PAUL BENSON W
., WK

PREVIOUS CLUBS: White Ensign, Dagenham & Redbridge,

Chariton Athletic

A January signing from Chariton, Benson has been a key part of the Robins’
phenomenal post-Christmas form, scoring 10 goals already, including one in
the FA Cup victory over Premier League Wigan in January, which was just his
second appearance for the dub. A run of seven goals-in eight games in
February and March saw him named as npower League Two player of the
month and earned him strong praise from his manager. He shot to
prominence with Dagenham, top scoring in their promotion campaign into
the Football League, and scored 10 times for Charlton last season, only to

lose his place for this season, paving the way for his move to the County
Ground.

>

&8 S"’AUL BENSON
TRIKER / AGE 3,

¢ THE SKIPPER: PAUL CADDIS

. PREVIOUS CLUBS: Celtic, Dundee United (loan)

- Caddis made his home debut for Celtic against Barcelona in a

i Champions League last-16 tie, but the full-back - who can also play

i wide on the right - would go on to make just 10 starts for the Glasgow

- giants, gaining more SPL experience during a loan spell with Dundee

. United in 2009. He moved south of the border alongside team-mate

~ Simon Ferry in the summer of 2010, and has become a key man for the
- Robins, and was named captain in place of Oliver Risser earlier this
L. season. The winner of 13 Scotland Under-21 caps, he has been out
. injured recently but is now back in contention.

PAUL cADDIS

DEFENDER / AGE 23
GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM
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===  GOALKEEPER / AGE 32

% JOE DEVERA
®==" DEFENDER / AGE 25

& WES FODERINGHAM
*=== GOALKEEPER / AGE 21

Previous dubs: Barmet. Northweood (loan)
Devera made 202 appearances in he s years
wiith 8amet, coming through the youth system
10 become a ey player at Underrul before
swapping the Bees for the Robrs m the
summer of 2011

Previous dubs: Fulham, Bromiey (lan),
Crystal Palace, Bromiey (ioan), Boreham Wood
{loan), Histon (loan), Swindon Town (lsan)

The keeper armved on loan from Crystal Palace
n October and made an INSIaNT IMmpresson,
and has been the club’s first-choxce ever snce,
making his move 10 Wiltshere pernanent m the
lanuary transfer window

H

I

I

!

1

= i

Previous dubs: Millwall, Folkestone Invictz, i
Dover Athletic, Margate, Crawley Town

Srnith made his first-team debul with the Lions i

here at Prestfield in 1938, and 5 the Robins’ P

longest-senang player, having been with the :
ciub since 2006, amving to play under his

formier Lions team-maie Denns Wise i

|

1

i

[

i

i

i

i

|
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% ALAN McCORMACK

CALLUM KENNEDY 7
S5 DEFENDER / AGE 28 5

% ADEN FLINT 1
*==" DEFENDER/AGE 23

===  DEFENDER/AGE 22

Previous dubs: Alireton Town,
Matiock Town (loan), Alfreton Town (loan)

The former England C mtemational optad for
the Robins over Cokchester in January 2011 and g Amﬁgmm'“:‘%m‘fﬁ“ﬂ =
hasbee-nab-gnaﬂ at 641 Sin in moreThan one Mmmmm&ascwﬁemm RIS Southen n 2007 4
a Chmﬁ!!pda!e Novermber and moved to d permanently 10 2
e 3 4 debuting - After a soittary year with Chariton joined the |
& Robins mmer, where be has been

e

A NATHAN THOMPSON
===  DEFENDER l AG£ 20

JOHN BOSTOCK
MIDFIELDER / AGE 20

JAY McEVELEY
DEFENDER / AGE 27

_,.,.- Previomdd:sc Palace, Tottenham
Hotspur, menﬁmiﬂoml Hull City (loan),
Shefficld Wednesday (loan)

Made his debut for Crysial Pabceas a 1598
old, and then became Spurs’ youngest-ever
player as well after moving to White Haet Lane,
bist he s stil waiting to make his League debut
2t White Hart Lane.

Prevh;scbh:hm
i A product of the Robins’ youth system,

Thompson has been a regular in the squad
m""" in recent weeks and is tipped as one for the
- future a1 the County Ground.

Prev:msddzs:smbumﬁawrs Burniey
(loan), Gillingham (loan), ipswich Town (lcan),
Derby County, Preston North End (loan),
Charfion Athletic (loan), Bamsley

 The lefi-back made 10 appearances for the Gills
in 2005, scoring once, and amved on loan at the
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SIMON FERRY
MIDFIELDER / AGE 24

R

EE

LEE HOLMES
MIDFIELDER / AGE 25

Previous dubs: Celtic, Swangon Town (loan)

T&mn.ﬂ‘h_“ﬂ’ -rrn.n.dr\n.n:-n hnn:dnnan

Huchinson, and impressed e'mm to make it
a permanent move 3t the end of that 2008410
season. The former Scotiand Undee
imernational hasmmmm
oetmawum

p JONATHAN SMITH
®=&  MIDFIELDER / AGE 25
“Town (loan), Bamber Bridge (lean), ~ :
| Forest Green Rovers, York Gty -
Released by Morecambe affer fheir promotion
1o the Football League in 2007, Smith has

] orabbed his chance in the Football League after
&l joining the Robins for an undisdosed fee from

York last summes.

73 ALAN CONNELL
®====  STRIKER / AGE 29

Bournemouth, Torquay United, Hereford United,
Brentford, AFC Bournemouth, Grimsby Town
The strikers most Droific season saw him net 12
in his ona campaign at Brentiord, untll lastyear
when he smashed a total of 29 for Grimsby in ail
competitions, saming him a move 1o the Robins
where hehas 12 goalsso far

'1&_-_____......___

Previous duhs:
Town l]-oan),
{oan); 5

P&  maTTRITCHIE
S=== WINGER / AGE 22

Previous dubs: Forsmouth,

R

Dagenham & Redbridge (laan), Notss County |

(loan), Swindon Town (loan)

After two loan spelis with the Robing, he
arrived on a permanent bask in January 2011
for an undisclosed fee, and has shone at the
County Ground; a.dmm.amgﬁ being named

23 1eague Two plaver of the year at The

Football League Awards.
B e T

RAFFAELE DE VITA
STRIKER / AGE 24

Previous dubs: Blackbum Rovers,
Livingsion

After failing 10 make 3 breakthrough at
Biagkburn, the Rome-bom forwed - who an
ako play in midhield —had a prolific spell north
of the border with Lavingston, and penned 3

L w2
-

OLIVER RISSER
MIDFIELDER / AGE 31

S

&m*lmﬂtmm
The Namibian has. Lof his career in

LUKE ROONEY
WINGER / AGE 21

Prewmsduhs:Gingham Lewes floan).
Eastboume Borough {icen)
Apmuﬂs‘ﬁ'fﬁnﬁy&ﬁ‘i}‘i'mm
scored s gosis 61 games for the GIS before
his move 10 the Robins in January, where he
has scored twice in 16 sppearaes—for =2
suh - since.

*55=  STRIKER / AGE 20

RONAN MURRAY

Torquay United (loan)

Cappad by the Republic of ireiand and Under-
15, Under-18, Undes-19 and Under-21 level,
mmmmmmmmm
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RICHARD DAY LOOKS BACK AT PREVIOUS
MEETINGS WITH THE ROBINS...

Right: Ken Price and Simeon Jackson

Gills Draws Town
~ wins wins
League 28 26 34
Southern
League 19 7 13
FA Cup 0 0 1
Other 1 0 2
Total 48 33 56
THE FIRST...

The first two meetings between the teams
were actually friendlies in 1893/34 but the
first meaningful game was a Test Match
played at Caversham in April 1885 which
saw Southern League Division Two
champions New Brompton beating
Swindon, who had finished bottom of
Division One, 5-1 thanks to goals from
Arthur Rule (4) and Harry Buckland to
gain promotion.

HIGH SCORING...

Since that meeting there have been 133
games and while a fair number have been
high-scoring encounters, just 13 of them
have ended in goalless draws. There have
been a number of other big scores in both
the Southern League and Football League
days, including the Kent side winning 5-1
thanks to a Jack Frettingham hat-trick and
John MacDonald double in October 1898
and 5-0 as Frettingham added two more
while Tom Leigh and Alf Milward got on
the scoresheet in April 1902.

The Robins have also enjoyed big wins,
such as a 6-1 in September 1908, 5-0 in
both October 1910 and 1811, 5-1in
March 1914 and February 1915 as well as
a 5-2 in October 1619

Moving into the Football League
encounters on April 9 1827 the sides
shared eight goals in @ 4-4 draw in front
of a crowd of 3,724 here_ Patrick Bradley
(2), Albert Fairclough and Bill Arblaster
got the Gillingham goals while Jerry
Bailey, Joe Eddleston, Tober Weston (pen)
and Harry Morris found the net for the
VISItors.

The teams that day were -

Gillingham: Kelly, Bartley, Pickering,
Rogers, Nichol, Hillier, Meston, Brown,
Fairclough, Arblaster, Bradley.
Swindon: Bourne, Brooke, Weston,
Furniss, Bew, Archer, Denyer, Jeffries,
Morris, Eddleston, Bailey

On Easter Monday 1228 the Wiltshire
side ran out 6-1 winners as Morris,
Eddleston (2-1 pen), Bertie Denyer, John
Walker and Les Roberts scored for the
home side with Jimmy Poxton getting
the Gillingham consolation and they
have also enjoyed 5-2 and 4-0 wins at
home.

In February 1937 the Gills won 4-1
thanks to a hat-trick from limmy Watson
which was added to by Jim Dodds, loe
Musgrave replying and they have also
recorded two 4-0 home triumphs, Derek
Lewis (2), Jackie Briggs and Dave Thomas
netting in October 1951 while in
November 1955 Ernie Morgan (2),

Errol Crossan and Billy Millar were the
scorers.

More recently both sides have enjoyed
5-0 wins, Swindon netting through Jon-
Paul McGovern, Simon Cox (2) and Billy
Paynter to earn the League One points at
the County Ground in October 2007.

Then on the opening day of the
2009/10 campaign the Gills got their
season off 1o a flyer thanks to Simeon
Jackson wha grabbed a hat-trick which
was added to by Mark Bentley and Adam
Miller here at Priestfield Stadium.

DOUBLES...
Swindon hold a slight edge overall in
pravious games, see the statistics above,
and also hold the advantage in doubles
and they have the opportunity to increase
that this afterncon following their 2-0
victory at the County Ground back in
October

The Robins have previocusly done the
double six times, in 1905/06, 1907/08,

1813714, 1925/26, 1927/28 and 1930/ 31
although the Gills, who have done it 3
iittle more recently, have five to their
name which came in 1200/01, 1955/56,
1956/57, 1965/66 and 1981/82.

THE GAMES OF 1979/80...

This was the season that saw the two
Third Division promotion clashes
between the two sides turn ugly, both
here at Priestfield Stadium on March 31
and the return at the County Ground on
May 5.

In the first game the Gills netted
through Dean White and Danny
Westwood but Bobby Smith's side hit
back through Alan Mayes and Roy Carter
to take a point from a 2-2 draw.

It was alleged by many people that
Town skipper Ray McHale influenced
many of the referee David Hutchinson's
strange decisions throughout the game
and even asked the official if he had
heard what Westwood had said before
the bemused Gills striker was sent off for
foul and abusive language just before
the break.

Despite no more goals in the second-
half, things boiled over when a
Gillingham ‘supporter’ invaded the pitch
and felled the Harrogate official with a
punch before being led away by the
police.

The angry confrontations continued
into the Wiltshire return which saw Terry
Nicholl sent off for a foul on McHale as
Tony Funnell hit the consolation in a 3-1
defeat, Mayes double being added to by
Andy Rowland.

Altercations are believed 1o have taken
place in the tunnel after the game which
made news headlines later that night
and led to Ken Price and Dean White
appearing at Winchester Crown Court
aight months later having been charged
with actual bodily harm to Robins trainer
Wil Tranter. Both were given conditional
discharges for one year following a five-
day trial.
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EDDIE ALLCORN..........

I think that this afternoon this place
will be absolutely rocking as a
vibrant crowd consisting of
Swindon fans seeking automatic
promotion and perhaps even the
title in the Town End cheering on
their team whilst three quarters of
Priestfield remains resolute,
determined to see the Swindon
party postponed if not well and
truly pooped and to continue the
pursuit of the seventh and final
play-off spot, prolonging the chase
into the penultimate week if
nothing else.

Of course, that almost wasn't the case
over the past weekend as the club and
police were locked in talks after a
prohibition order was made against the
club.

One fundamental truth does seem to
have been generally ignored in all the
debate, namely that without football
supporters, professional football could
not exist.

Obviously the players could still kick a
ball about at three o'dock on a Saturday
afternoon but without a crowd giving it
meaning or context, without fans caring
deeply about the outcome all you have
i5 some supposedly highly skilled fit
young men engaging in a kickabout
aame of no consequence.

Without paying spectators the
professional dubs could not exist,
without the millions that are willing to
pay their subscriptions to Sky or simply
generate massive audiences on
terrestrial television then broadcasters
would not be fighting over the rights
and willing to pay ever higher fees o
secure then. The same goss for
sponsors, without a captive audience
what would be the point?

WE NEED YO0U...
BUT YOU NEED US

It is hard to see some of the billionaires
currently lauding it in the Premier
League coughing up much dosh to
finance anything without the potential
1o either make money via fans (directly
or indirectly) or bask in the reflected
glory from adoring supporters if their
chequebook proves to be the biggest
and most effective in the land

Back in the mid 1980’ Luton Town
brought in an ID card scheme under the
auspices of their then Chairman the
odious David Evans (local Conservative
MP), not only did all home fans have to
get an ID card to attend home games,
but for the first and thankfully last time
in England away fans were banned.

Opposition

The experiment lasted from 1286 until
1990 and made the Hatters by far the
most hated club in the country... ever.
it is one thing hoping your local rivals
fall flat on their faces or that one of the
“big boys"” gets an overdue dose of
reality but banning opposition fans
simply because they were, ahem, away
fans cut to the very fundamental
principle of football fandom.

it is preposteraus that millions of law
abiding football fans that are part of
wider society and have all the same
rights, freedoms and responsibilities
somehow suddenly stop having cvil
rights or being a fully paid up citizen
simply for being a self-confessed
“football fan” and one that shock horror,
wishes to watch first hand their chosen
football team play an away game within
the borders of your own country!

Thankfully the era whereby the police
were free to treat all fans as potential
hooligans is long gone but that doesn't
mean that they don’t sometimes fail to
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grasp the crucial concept that even at its
height hooliganism saw not much more
than one arrest per 10,000 spectators.
Yes there are still 3 few numpties out
there, some old enough to know better,

so do your job and deai with them! For
supporters of clubs with an, ahem,
more robust reputation than the Gills,
derby games still see totally
inconvenient Sunday lunchtime kick-offs
and ultimataly dubs have to abide by
what the police demand.

Fair enough most of the time, but
occasionally you do get the nagging
feeling that ultimately power has gone
to the heads of some of the boys in
blue. The same could be said for some
safety officers in local authorities who
appear either stuck in a 1980s time
warp or rather 100 enthusiastically
willing to use and abuse their position,
particularly when 1t comes to “persistent
standing” . The one group never
apparently consulted as ever being the
fans. .

Sadly clubs are little better, too many
pay lip service to the “fans” - essential
to their very existence but treated with
casual cynicism far too often. If
supporters were able to at least
influence policy they could easily
formulate a set of “please do's” and *
please don't” that clubs could at least



consider before making crucial
decisions.

Obviously for many fans the cost of
tickets would be high on the agenda.
English football is the most expensive In
the world. Some countries are catching
up rapidly, most notably Spain, butin a
time of austerity it is perhaps unrealistic
to ask peaple to pay £20 or more for
League Two football. £25 for the away
segts at the County Ground Swindon is
absurd, so too is £15 to stand on the
open terrace at Ebbsfleet in the
Conference or £12 at Dover in the
Conference South or £8 at Faversham in
the Ryman South.

There are hundreds of thousands of
potential football fans out there unable
or unwilling to pay some of the modern
prices. Fans are increasingly price
conscious as shown by the 7,000+
crowds at Priestfield for the Bradford
and Bristol Rovers games with budget
ticket offers when no other home game
has seen more than 5,500 home fans
through the turnstiles.

Less of an issue in League Two but
absolutely crucial further up the pyramid
is the issue of scheduling. Television may
play God and contributes millions for
the privilege but there has to be a
degree of realism, some of the kick-off
times are absurd. Gills fans haven’t had

to contend with that this season but the
Bristol Rovers game was switched from
a Saturday to a Friday at very short
notice meaning all fans planning to
travel by train were left severely out of
pocket with non-refundable train tickets
(at least £28 each) purchased in
advance in good faith

Biggest

Sadly just another case of football
clubs being blithely oblivious to the
hoops fans jump through on a weekly
basis just T0 get 10 away games. One
lucky set of League Two away fans will
face a 12.00 kick off on Sunday 13th
May in the play-offs, a shameful piece
of planning that might see Southand
fans trying to get to Cheltenham. ..
goad luck to them but utterly bonkers
for potentially their biggest game of the
season.

There are many more issues fans could
raise with their dubs, from the design of
new kits to the quality of the half-time
pies, but ultimately clubs will have to be
more responsive to the reguirements of
their supporters.

The era of simply milking their
insatiable passion for their club is over,
the age of austerity has seen to that,
clubs will need to be cuter and perhaps
more in touch with their supporters

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

Obviously those that are owned or run
by Trusts are the exception ta the rule,
but if football is continue to be a
defining presence in the lives of millions
of people clubs will need to appreciate
that we are all Indeed "in this
together " Fans don't tend to be
unrealistic after years of being totally
ignored but their commitment and
adoration is perhaps no longer
unconditional, it now needs to be
nurtured and encouraged.

it doesn’t take much to win aver those
wanting to be won over, football is
blessed with fans that are both loyal
and pretty darn forgiving, however they
don't much appreciate being treated
like potential hooligans or locked out of
games. They would also appreciate not
being taken for granted, but few will be
expecting a significant change any time
soon... more fool the “powers that be”
- but that doesn’t mean some
supporters won't be continuing to raise
various important issues whenever and
wherever they see fit.

Ultmately without "us” the fans,
professional football would be
impossible. .. perhaps worth
remembering in times of global
recession in boardrooms up and down
the country! | won't be holding my
breath though!
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MATCH ACTION

Gillingham 1
Vine 58

Dagenham
& Redbridge 2

Woodall 38, Green 73

Monday April @ 2012
npower League Two, MEMS Priestfield Stadium
Attendance: 5,773

Gillingham: Gazzaniga, Fish, Essam, Frampton,
Martin (Kuffour 69), Whelpdale, J Payne,
Montrose (Spiller 66), Jackman, Kedwell, Ving
(Oli 82). Unused subs: Evans, O Lee.

Dagenham: Lewington, McCrory, Doe, Arber,
Elito (Akinde 90+), Parker (Green 62), Cgogo,
Woedall {Scott 88), Bingham, Baudry, Spillane.
Unused subs: Hogan, Wassmer.

1. Rowan Vine is mobbed after scoring
2. Conner Essam slides in

3. Danny Jackman in aerial combat

4. Chris Whelpdale prepares to shoot
5. All'eyes are on the ball
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MATCH STATS DAGGERS

Goals 2
10 Total attempts 8
3 Cn target 5
5 Off target 2
2 Blocked 1
0 Hit woodwork 0
3 Corners 2
9 Caught offside 3
5 Fouls conceded 9
0 Yellow cards 0
0 Red cards 0
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APRIL 28 1979

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY

The picture of a celebrating Ken Price (number nine) in front of a jubilant
Rainham End was taken 33 years ago next weekend.
- — A crowd of 14,902 were packed into Priestfield Stadium on April 28 1979 for
réé%‘?;([“(";\ L[.“ a top of the table Division Three clash with Shrewsbury Town which centre-
forward Price decided with two cracking efforts to send the home fans home
dreaming of promotion as Gerry Summers’ side moved above the Shrews into
third place in the table.
Just seven days later it was all change again as today’s opponents Swindon
beat the Gills 3-1 at the County Ground, a result which took the Robins above
Gillingham who dropped to fifth.
However, come the end of the season neither side went up. Despite the Gills
winning two and drawing one of their last three games it wasn't enough as a
great finish from the Shrews saw them take the title by one point from both
Watford in second and Swansea City third while the Gills were a further point
behind in fourth, one place ahead of the Wiltshire side who had lost two of
their last three fixtures.

DIVISION THREE 1978/79

Shrewsbury Town
Watford

Swansea City
GILLINGHAM
Swindon Town
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" "THERE ARE LOTS OF

. SPORTS IN THE
REGULAR AND
TERRITORIAL ARMY =
YOU CAN GET TO A VERY
COMPETITIVE LEVEL"

e Sapper Luke Holmes,
- Royal Engmeers
TR
Challenge yourself.
Life in the British Army
offers you the chance
to play almost any sport.

N
Z N

Call 01634 842 273
AFCU _Chatham BE THE BEST

1-3 Dock Road, [‘.hatham ME4 4SJ FREGULAR & TERRITORIAL]




Ahead of the visit of
the London Broncos for

a Stobart Super League

clash with Hull FCon

May 20, last week 50
Gills fans were invited to the
Twickenham Stoop to watch the
Broncos take on Dewsbury Rams in
the Challenge Cup.

It was a good day for the dub as they
romped to a 72-4 victory, and one of the
fans who went, Bradley Hewitt, gave
us this review of his day out with the
Broncos.

“The journey to Twickenham to see my
first rugby league match was
entertaining to say the least, with a man
contriving to get his head stuck in
between the dosing doors as he
attempted to get on the train, causing
considerable arnusement for those on
the carriage and sheer embarrassment
from the unfortunate man.

“The game took place at Twickenham
Stoop; a ground the Broncos share with
the Premiership’s Harlequins RFC, only a
stone’s throw away from the actual
Twickenham Stadium and it was quite an
entertaining encounter

“Dewsbury Rams started brightly with
London Broncos forced on the defence
early on, with one of their wingers
beanng considerable resermblance to
Lewrs Montrose.

“The early pressure from the Rams
however did not pay off as Broncos
scored six tries without reply before the
nterval, with Dan Sarginsen’s being the
pick of the bunch sfter 3 mazy run from
inside his own half. Half time and the
Broncos led 32-0.

“The haif-time burger was g bit pricey,
but with fans able to dnink beer while
watching the game, it was a different
experience from watching the Gills.

“The second half was much like the
first with Bronicos on the attack for the
majority, adding a further seven tries,
while the Rams managed to get one try
to their name 10 add a bit of respect 1o
the scoreline, with the final resuit being
72-4 1o London Broncos after a storming
performance to take them into the fifth
round of the Carnegie Challenge Cup.

“The game izelf was enjoyable and if
you have never seen a rugby league
match before | would certainly
recommend going to Priestfield to see
the Broncos take on Hull next month.”

Tickets for the game are available from
the club now, priced at £10 for aduits
and £1 for Under-16s, afthough from
May 13 the price will rise to £15 for
aduls and £5 for Under-16s, with
concessions £10.

Call the dub’s ticket office on
01634 300000 or buy online at
www.gillinghamfc.talent-sport.co.uk.

BASIC GUIDE TO RUGBY LEAGUE

THE BASICS

The aim of the game is simple: score
more points than the other team.

A team is made up of 13 players and 4
substitutes. Each team is given six
tackles or chances to score. If, after six
tackles, they have not scored, the ball
is handed over to the other team.

TIME: The game is split into two 40-
minute halves.

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

STARTING THE GAME

The game is started by one team
kicking the ball from the half way line
towards the opposing feam. it s always
a place kick to start the game.

SCORING

Try — 4 points for touching the ball
down on the ground behind the
opposition try line

Conversation/Penalty — 2 points {or
kicking the ball between the posis and
over the cross bar

Drop Goal — 1 peint for drop kicking
the ball between the posts and over
the cross bar.

PLAY THE BALL

Once a player has been tackled he
must return to his feet and ‘play the
ball’ by rolling it between his legs to
a team mate. He must make an
attempt to play the ball with his foot
(he'll be penalised for just rolling 1t
back!)

KICKING

A team may choose 1o kick at any time
and often do so on the fifth tackle to
gain field position.

PASSING

The ball must be passed backwards at
all times otherwise a scrum is awarded
to the opposition.

SCRUM
A scrum 1s made up of six players from
each team
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Don’t assume, be certain!

Jusiness owners, directors and managers rely upon their insurance
policies “paying up” when losses occur. Sowhy is it that so often
whenwe carry out formal reviews for new dclientswe find gapsin
cover as well as ways 1o reduce premiums?

Quite simply: we do our job properly.

NSURANCE BROKERS

Don't find out the hard way that your cover isn’t adequate. For peace
of mind, contact us now for a free, impartial insurance review.

(3!] Beimcnt on 01732 744700 or email us at
- Behnom@belmonﬁm.cm
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<% . PREDICTION LEAGUE

First Team Coach Nicky Southall has brought the backroom and coaching staff back into contention for this
season’s prediction league competition after collating 11 points during the last round of fixtures.

It appeared last time out that it was either the
players or fans that would be victorious, but
Southzll has really livened things up with just

two rounds left to play.

FIXTURES

Fulham v Chelsea
Newcastle v Bolton
Everton v Sunderland
Cardiff v Watford

C Palace v Southampton
Hull v Middlesbrough
lpswich v Leicester

West Ham v Birmingham
Chariton v Walsa!l
Crawley v Crewe
Bradford v Southend

Weekly Points Total

TOTAL POINTS SO FAR:

Players 143
Fans 136
Coaches 134

TOP SCORERS SO FAR:
Nicholas Arnold 18

Philip Obray 13
Javed Mughal 13
FIXTURES

Arsenal v Chelsea
Aston Villa v Sunderland
Blackburn v Norwich
Bolton v Swansea
Fulham v Wigan
Newcastle v Stoke

QFR v Tottenham
Cardiff v Leeds
Brighton v Birmingham
Middlesbrough v Soton
Crewe v Cheltenham

FINAL SCORE NICKY SOUTHALL W. LIGHTFOOT
1-1 1-3 1-3 0-2
2-0 20 341 241
4-0 1-1 2-0 2-0
1-1 2-1 2-0 0-1
0-2 0-2 1-1 1-3
2-1 1-1 2-1 0-0
1-2 2-1 1-2 1-1
33 1-1 2-2 2-1
1-0 3-0 3-1 1-0
1-1 0-1 2-1 -2
2-0 1-0 2-1 1-3
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Just nine points separate all three teams now with two rounds left to play.

This week James Barker has 2 third and final go at the predictions competition. His aim is to
bring the coaching staff further in to the equation with just one round left to play.

He is up against midfielder Jack Payne, who is taking part for the second time and hopes 10
keep the players on top

Fans representative Jack Essen will hope to spoil their aspirations though as he locks to give
the league win to the supporters. Premier League, Championship and League Two scores are
being asked for this time around.

JACK PAYNE JAMES BARKER JACK ESSEN 'l
241 241 1-0
i-1 0-0 1-1
2.1 2.2 2-2 For your chance to
1-2 0-2 1-0 take on Prisstfields
2-2 1-2 2-0 finest and represent
31 2-1 20 the fans in this
1-3 0-3 0-2 season’s Prediction
2-0 2-0 31 League, simply email
1-2 1-2 1-2 your details to
?- : ;? : ‘2 media@priestfield.com
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MATGH ACTION

Oxford United 0

Gillingham 0

‘Saturday April 14 2012
npower League Two, Kassam Stadium
! | Attendance: 7,322

Oxford: Brown, Batt, Duberry, Wright, Davis,
Chapman (Constable 70), Whing, Hall, Montano
{Johnson 60), Rendell, Morgan (Tonkin 82)
Unused subs: Wilson, Crocombe.

Gillingham: Gazzaniga, Fish, Essam, Frampton,
Martin, Whelpdale, Montrose, Vine (Oli 73),
Kuffour, Kedwell, Tomlin (Spiller 15, O Lee 89)
Unused subs: Evans, King.

1. Danny Kedwell puts Dean Morgan under
pressure

2. Rowan Vine gets on the ball

3. Gavin Tomlin tries to get through the home
defence

¥ 4, Jo Kuffour takes on Jake Wright

£ 5. Kuffour looks to make something happen

Pictures courtesy of Medway Messenger

OXFORD MATCH STATS GILLS
T — .

e 0 Goals 0
,..; 1 Total Attempts 7

7 On Target 4

4 Off Target 3

4 Blocked 1

0 Hit Woodwork 0

8 Corners [

3 Caught Offside 1

8 Fouls conceded g

2 Yellow Cards 3

0 Red Cards 0

¢ Ya NisS

Hessy: “They worked® '
their socks off’
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Nigel Clark takes a look at the non-league scene around Kent...

“...Holiands & Blair
hurng on to ciaim a
deserved victory and
aiso a place in the Kent
Senior Cup next season
where potentially they
could facethe Gillsina
rare, perhaps unigue,
all-Gillingham tie...”

Below: Hollands & Blair celebrate their
cup win. Picture credit: Alan Coomes

Kent Invicta league side Hollands &
Blair lifted the Kent Senior Trophy
last Sunday as they continued their
tremendous progress since leaving
the Rochester & District League

in 2004.

The Gillingham-based side, whose
home ground is at the Star Meadow
Sports Club in Darland Avenue, were
surprise finalists as they had lost to
Erith & Belvedere in the semi-final.

However the Deres faced an FA
hearing at Wembley Stadium on April
2, charged with fielding a player
without international clearance in
January, and were found guilty. That
player was former Crystal Palace
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youngster Michael Abnett, who spent
2011 with icelandic second division
side Bl Bolungarvik. His appearances
for Enith included their guarter-final
victory against Cray Valley so they
were removed from the competition.

The Kent FA moved quickly to
arrange another semi-final between
Hollands & Blair and Cray Valley,
which the home side won 2-0 to send
them to the final.

On Sunday they faced Sevenoaks at
Park View Road and won 2-1 in front
of a crowd of 350

Deserved

Two first-half goals from Nick Smith
gave them a half-time lead but
Sevenoaks pulled a goal back with just
six minutes of the match remaining to
set up a nervous finale

But Hollands hung on to ciaim 2
deserved victory and also a place in
the Kent Senior Cup next season
where potentially they could face the
Gills in a rare, perhaps unigue, all-
Gillingham tie.

Their victory was also good news for
the Kent Invicta League whose
inaugural season has proved to be 3
great success, right from the point that
saw 300 attend the league’s opening
fixture between Erith & Dartford and
Phoenix Sports back in August.

With just two rounds of maiches
remaining the championship race is
still wide open with Bly Spartans and
Phoenix Sports neck and neck on 55



points and Bridon Ropes just behind
on 52 points.

The latter only remain in contention
thanks to two shock results in the last
fortnight which have seen bottom side
Orpington, just four wins all season
going into April, beat Bly and Phoenix
on consecutive weeks.

On the league’s final day next
Saturday, Phoenix Sports play Bridon
Ropes while long-time leaders Bly
entertain Crockenhill.

Ashford United were expected 10 be
the team to beat this season but sit in
sixth place and can finish no higher
than fourth.

They got off to a sluggish start,
winning just four of their opening 12
matches, but they've only lost two of
their 16 matches since then and will
again be one of the title favourites
next season.

In Blue Square South Woking
secured the champicnship last
weekend, consigning Dartford to the
play-offs where they'll be joined by
Welling United and Sutton United.
The last spot should be between
Chelmsford and Dover but both sides
have poor home form.

Dover won 1-0 away 10 Havant &
Waterlooville last weekend, their tenth
consecutive away game without
defeat. In contrast they've lost five of
their last six home games and this
afternoon host lowly Maidenhead.

Chelmsford, in fifth place and two
points ahead of Dover, have lost three
of their last four home games and
won just two of their |ast nine
matches home and away. Both are in
danger of being over taken by
Basingstoke who have taken 15 points
from their last six games, drew level

with Dover after a 1-0 win at Havant
on Monday and have a game in hand.
Cray's promotion hopes were dented
last weekend with a 1-0 home defeat
to Lewes in Ryman Premier, which
meant the Sussex side leapfrogged the
Wands to take fifth spot in the table.
Wins for Canvey Island and Hendon
saw Cray drop down to eighth.
They do however have a3 game in
hand, but they have a difficult few
days ahead of them, playing fourth-
placed Bury Town today and third-
placed Lowestoft on Tuesday before
finishing the campaign with an easy-
looking home game against botiom
side Horsham next weekend.

Guarantee

in Ryman One North Chatham
Town's poor away form continued
with a 1-0 defeat at Waltham Abbey.

The Chats have won just five games
on the road this season and their 14
goals scored away from home is the
worst total in the division.

In Ryman One South Folkestone beat
Sittingbourne 4-1 and need just a
point this afternoon away to
Chipstead to guarantee 2 play-off
spot. Due to Croydon Athletic’s
demise that’s their last scheduled
game this season.

Even if they lose both Maidstone and
Godalming will have to win their
remaining games by healthy margins
to draw level with Invicta and better
their goal difference.

Maidstone zre in fifth place and
travel to 18ih-place Waiton Casuals
this afternoon. They will need all three
points as they have a huge game at
home to Bognor Regis next weekend.

The West Sussex side are top of the

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

table, have scored a hundred goals
and lost just four matches this season,
but they'll probably need to beat the
Stones to take the title and automatic
promotion.

Ramsgate beat Worthing 4-3 in the
first game since lim Ward stepped
down as manager. Ii's been a
disappointing season for the Rams
who sit in mid-table. Assistant
manager Tim Dixon has stepped up 10
become manager with Jim Ward
joining the board and becoming
general manager.

The 60-year-old Scot had been team
manager for eight years and cversaw
two promotions and an FA Cup first
round appearance.

*Quite simply, Jim Ward is the most
successful manager in the history of
our club and we owe him a grezat
debt,” chairman Richard Lawson told
the Isle of Thanet Gazette. “The funny
thing was he told me | should have
sacked him a year ago and | found
myself justifying to Jim why I'd kept
himi”

Hythe Town cantered 1o a routine
2-0 win away to Burgess Hill. They sit
level on points with Ramsgate but
unlike the Rams have been delighted
with the way the season has gone.
On Easter Monday they lost 2-0 at
home to local rivals Folkestone but
there was a season’s best crowd of
804 at Reachfields.

Next Tuesday they travel to Princes
Park to meet Dartford in the final of
the Kent Senior Cup and will be
taking two coaches of supporters
for their second ever Senior Cup
final, the first of which was a defeat
to Bromley here at Priestfisld 20
years ago.

BEUMBZBAY

S

* HOME OR AWAY FANS * NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DI5COUNTAPLUMBINCESIHERTINGISUPRUIES)

BOILERS * BATHROOMS * WETWALL * RADIATORS * BATHROOM FURNITURE -

25% DISCOUNT

2S WEST STREET 12 LARKSTORE PARK
(WILLIAM ST) LODGE ROAD
SITTINGBOURNE STAPLEHURST
ME10 1AL TN12 0QW
01795437 090 01580893277
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Above: Dean White

Gillingham's rivalry with today’s
visitors is well documented.

It originally ignited over 30 years ago
when two feisty late-season
encounters were blighted (or
enhanced, depending on your
viewpoint) by sendings off, scuffles in
the tunnel, accusations, counter-
accusations, visits to police stations
and an elderly spectator swinging
punches at referee David Hutchison in
the Priestfield fixture

More importantly, Gillingham
secured just the one point from the
games, many feeling that Swindon
cost the club promotion.

The rivalry was reignited in the 1987
play-offs which were played ocut in an
equally unpleasant atmosphere, and
this time there was no doubt that Lou
Macari’s side deprived us our place in
the second tier for the first time,
winning a replay 2-0 at Selhurst Park
after an epic three weeks of frenzied
action.

Football supporters never forget, and
are prepared to harbour a grudge to
the grave, but in truth Swindon are
more concerned with local neighbours
and you have to be a bitter Gills fan in
your 40s to still bristle at the mention
of Ray McHale. Or Alan Mayes, Andy
Rowland, Chris Kamara, Steve White
or Dave Bamber.

GILLS

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

DEAN'S ALL
WHITE FOR

BY CHRIS LYNHAM

| count myself in that bitter category,
and well remember the sorry sight of
McHale trudging across the pitch to @
backdrop of fearsome abuse when he
was manager of Scarborough. Only he
knows if he truly deserved such a
response, but it’s fair to say that he
was involved in all the controversy at
the end of the 78/79 season.

By October 1981 tensions had
calmed a little, mostly because both
sides had sapped the spirit out of their
supporters during their respective
lamentable 1980/81 campaigns. The
two goalless draws raised very few
talking points, and didn't even
provoke a flurry of coloured cards.

Stalemates

In the summer of 1981 Keith Peacock
breezed into his first managerial
position and z dead weight was lifted
from the club. Not only did he reinstate
a belief that Gillingham could finally
achieve promotion, but he did it with
a style that made watching the side a
joy again - a sharp contrast to the
stupefying succession of 0-0 stalemates
that had seen us scrape together
sufficient points to cling to our Third
Division status the previous season.

He used his Charlton connections to
bring Dick Tydeman back to Kent,
accompanied by winger Colin Powell

and tireless midfielder Richie Bowman,
the combined fee being £67,000.
With the popular and experienced
Damien Richardson, Terry Nicholl and
John Crabbe being released by
previous manager Gerry Summers
before he himself was shown the
door, and Danny Westwood
transferring to non-league Barnet, it
was a much changed squad which
started the season against Burnley.

We enjoyed a steady rather than
spectacular opening, but everything
suddenly clicked in October when we
recorded six straight wins, including
four on the road. We even won 2-1 at
Plymouth and Millwall, both venues
where Gillingham had historically
suffered a horrific record.

The run lifted the club into the top
three in time for top of the table clash
with Swindon, who had set the early
pace but were smarting from a 5-0
drubbing at Walsall the previous
midweek.

There were some nctable survivors
from the battles three years earlier -
Hillyard, Weatherly, Price and White in
blue, with Allan, Rowland and
Williams retaining their places in the
Swindon line-up. Andy Ford had
moved from Swindon to Kent, and his
left back berth was now taken by ex-
Gill Dave Peach.
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It was the uncompromising midfield
trio of Dean White, Richie Bowran
and Colin Duncan which provided the
momentum for the charge up the
table. The former two had contributed
10 goals between them, and with the
Ken Price - Trevor Lee partnership up
front showing promise it meant that
for the first time since I'd started
watching the club we looked capable
of outscoring opponents rather than
relying on grinding out clean sheets.

A crowd of 8,410, the highest for a
year and 3,000 above the season’s
previous best, gathered to see what
the fuss was about, although the
simmering attraction of the visitors
undoubtedly added 2 few to the gate.

There was little in it during the
opening half, as a crackling
atmosphere provided a nervous edge
to both sides’ performances.

But straight from the restart
Gillingham tpre into their opponents.
A flurry of corners produced a wonder
stop by Allan from a Lee header,
and Ken Price saw a flick kneed off
the line.

On 50 minutes Duncan picked the
ball up inside his own haif and set
off on a trademark dash for goal,
head down and fists pumping. He
unleashed a powerful drive from fully
30 yards that clipped Allan’s diving
hand and the bar

The packed Rainham End surged
forward as another Tydeman corner
was delivered into the box. The
fearsome set-piece weapon that was
Steve Bruce got there first and headed
powerfully against the crossbar.

| distinctly remember my Dad turning
to me in anguish, his tatty scarf
whipped up over his head as another
chance went begging, but in doing so
he missed Dean White launch himself
at the rebound and head the ball high
into the Rainham End net.

The moment had built beautifully

with a spell of concerted pressure,
two near misses and then a proper
scrambled net bulger. The place went
mad, many clinging to the new
perimeter fences which had been
installed following the encroachment
of the afore-mentioned spectator
whose right hook had felled the
referee in 1979.

Performance

Gillingham clung on for & treasured
victory, our first over Swindon in 11
attempts. We lost the next two away
fixtures as we entered November,
but the performance of the season in
the 3-0 demolition of high-flying
Doncaster sent us to the top of the
table, a fitting celebration for
Peacock's first Manager of the Month
award.

Unfortunately it wasn't to last, as
long-term serious knee injuries to both
Bowman and Duncan not only ended
our interest in the promotion race, but
effectively ended their carsers. Both
made heartbreaking comebacks but

neither reached the heights of the
autumn of 1981,

Nevertheless, 3 sixth-place finish, the
fourth round of the FA Cup and the
emerging talents of Steve Bruce,
Micky Adams and Tony Cascarino left
everyone well satisfied. As did a
double over Swindon, Adams getting
an early winner at the County
Ground.

It was a costly result, as Swindon
were relegated by just one paint
alongside Chester, Bristol City and
Wimbladon. They floundered for three
seasons in the basement befors
winning the championship in 1986,
where the two clubs renewed
acguaintances.

Over 70,000 watched the five
clashes that season, and Swindon's
play-off triumph meant the two
clubs didn't mest again for 20 years,
which has served to diffuse some of
the tension between the supporters,
a whole generation not really
understanding what the fuss is ail
about.

Keith Peacock
signing Colin Powell
and Dick Tydeman
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GILLINGHAM
FOOTBALL CLUB

PLAVER :YEAR 2012

DINNER & AWARDS NIGHT, SATURBDAY MAY 5

BE PART OF THE END OF SEASON CELEBRATIONS

On Saturday May 5, following our last home game against
Marecambe, Priestfield will host our Player of the Year Awards.

Mix with all the playing and coaching staff, plus the directors and
sponsors at our lavish review of the Gills 2011 /12 campaign.

During the event you will be treated to a three course dinner,
review of the season, fantastic ‘live’ music and the awards
themselves voted for by you -~ our valued supporters.

Tickets for this event are priced at £50 [ph.is VAT] per person.
There is limited availability for this event and tables will go fast,
so book your table now.

Please contact our sales team on

MAIN CLUB SPONSOR ["534 30"000
oremailus at
LVZEN | | sales@priestield.com %




NISSAN NOTE ACENTA NISSAN QASHQAI

FROM ONLY FROM ONLY
£12,995 £16,495

E
4 Ervncina

NISSAN MICRA ACENTA NISSAN JUKE

FROM ONLY FROM ONLY
£10,995 £13,395

Book a test drive today

Hidsons Nissan
5 High Strest, Rainham, Gilingham, Kent, MEB 7JB.
Telephone 01634 235 000 www.hidsons.co.uk/nissan

NOTE RANGE: CO2 115-159G/KM - URBAN 31.7-58 5MPG/£.9-5L/100KM - EXTRA URBAN 50.4-70.6MPG/5.5-4L/100KM - COMBINED 41.5-65. 7MPG./6.8-4.3L100KM. QASHOAI
1.6 N-TEC 5 DOOR URBAN - 35.8 (7.9), EXTRA URBAN - 54.1 (3.2), COMBINED - 455 (6.2), CO2 EMISSIONS 144 G/KM. MICRA 1.2 B0 3/5DR: CO2 138G/KM -
IB2MPG/7AL/T00KM - EXTRA URBAN S5.4MPG/51L/T00KM - COMBINED 47.9MPG/5.9L/700KM. JUKE 1.6 ACENTA 5 DOOR MPG (L/100KM). URBAN - 349 (8.1), EXTRA

France provded by RCI Froncal Services Lmited, PO Bos 143, Watioed WD17 1F) ansjbes‘vaﬂ?_‘l-aaﬂ UK resdent (sxiusting isis of Man and Chanrsd bslands) 1o anniy Fraroe ofer
excludes Vs geces. Mmmhﬂ'ﬂdrw&ﬁ-‘ﬂ?ﬁa‘t’?\ﬂﬁvﬁ* 2 ponod. M&ﬁﬂwmh%\i*m"umww% e Lid A7
prices inciude frst regiaation fee and roard fund lcence Information correct o tme of going o pral. Any models shown ar for Sustaton purposes only and subsoct 1 avasablny. Nessan Motr (GE)
Ui, Tha Reers Ofios Park. Derhar Wy, Roorsrseacth, Herflordshee WD3 Y5 3025
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Frankie Beale kept his nerve to fire home the all-
important penalty as the Gills overcame holders
Dinamo Minsk, for the second time in the weekend,
to lift the 36th Easter international tournament
trophy in Le Portel, Boulogne.

Eight teams, three from France — hosts Stade Portelois,
USBCO and FC Dieppe — Dinamo Minsk from Belarus,
Dimension Foot (Benin), Romanians FC Craiova and FC
Karpaty Lviv from the Ukraine joined Gillingham in the
cornpetition that was held over the Easter weekend
(April 7-9).

Having already beaten the Belarusians 1-0 in a physical
encounter during the group stages on Saturday, the Gills
were held to a goalless draw in Monday's final before
winning 3-1 on penaities. Bradley Dack converted the first
and Jake Hessenthaler added number two before Minsk
missed their second which allowed Beale to become the
hero by hitting the winner.

It meant that the Gills had impressively gone through all
five of the 20 minute each way games in the competition
without conceding a goal in open play.

Darren Hare's side opened the tournament with successive
1-0 wins followed by a goalless draw to top their group in
the opening fixtures. On Saturday a late penalty from
skipper Dack was enough 1o see off Minsk first time round

YOUNGSTERS
TRIUMPHANT
IN FRANCE...

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

at the Stade Amor Sergent and that was followed with a
win over French hosts Stade Portelois on Sunday morning,
Dylan Ford finding the net late on in this one. Then in the
afternoon they recorded a goalless draw against Dimension
Foot from Benin.

On Monday morning long range efforts from Dack and
Kane Haysman saw locals USBCO beaten 2-0 in their semi-
final but despite Darren Hare’s small sguad being severely
tested as Ford, Jake Mackenzie and Nathan Nyafli were all
struggling with injuries, they had enough in them to take
the trophy.
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FORTHCOMING HOME MATCH

worcwmerc,  Saturday May 5, kick-off 3.00pm
npower League 2

v MORECAMBE

Tickets for our final game of the 2011/12

campaign are currently on sale

HOW TO PURCHASE HOME TICKETS

1. By using the online service at:
http://www.gillinghamfc.talent-sport.co.uk.
Tickets'can be booked up to three days before the
fixture for which they are being booked. Online ticket
bookings will incur an additional charge of £1 per ticket
but will be sent to the recipient free of charge

2. By telephoning Gillingham Football Club on (01634)
300000, choosing option 1. Telephone ticket bookings
will incur a booking fee of £1 (50p for season ticket
holders).

3. By visiting the club’s ticket office in Redfern Avenue.
QOpening hours are;

Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Matchday Saturdays 9.00am until 20 minutes after
kick-off. Non-matchday Saturdays 9.00am — 1.00pm

CLUB CLASS TRAVEL is Gillingham Football Club’s official
away travel scheme, offering Gillingham supporters travel
to all our away matches on the superb Kings Ferry Coaches
Please note that alcohol is not permitted on the coaches.

HOW TO BOOK COACH TRAVEL

1. By ringing
¢ Dave or Julie Taylor on (01634) 375919
® Trevor or Julie Loveridge on (01634) 301839
(evenings before 10pm)
e Gillingham Football Club on (01634) 300000
choosing option 1

If you get an answerphone message, please leave your
name and number and your call will be returned.

2. By visiting the ticket office in Redfern Avenue.
Opening hours are 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday,
9am to 20 minutes after kick-off matchday Saturdays
and Sam to 1pm non-matchday Saturdays.
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FORTHCOMING AWAY MATCH

Sixfields Stadium
Saturday April 28, kick-off 3.00pm
npower League 2

v NORTHAMPTON TOWN

Supporters are situated behind the goal in the South Stand
Please note that this game i1s ALL-TICKET, and no tickets
will be sold on the day of the game

Tickets go on sale to Season Ticket Holders on
Monday April 16, and general sale from Monday
April 23.

To purchase tickets you can buy online by clicking here, by
calling 01634 300000 (option 1), or by visiting the GFC
Ticket Office.

Prices:

Adult = £19 Adult Disabled  £13
Senior (60+) £15 Junior Disabled  £6
Underi8 =~ £6  Disabled Helper FREE
Under7  FREE

Wheelchair supporters need to contact Northampton direct
on 01604 683777

Pick-Up Points and Times Northampton Town
Sittingbourne Railway Station | 10.15am
Rainham Cricketers 10.30am_
_MEMS Priestfield Stadum | 11.00am
| Strood Coach and Horses 11.10am
o e, |

Adults =L .
Juniors (under 16) i £15



collection or delivery

O drickt 30 Aprd 2002
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To order... Beat the Clock
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GFC SPONSORSHIP

To sponsor a Gills player call 01634 350350

1. ROSS FLITNEY

KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR
"‘-‘“‘N""EE" CARMICHAELS LOSS Steve, Andy, Robbie, Stuart & ICRIS INSURANCE MOTOR HOME

01622 683884 ADJUSTORS 01622 766100 Phii from the Rock Avenue Club. & LIABILITY 01634 717977

PLAYER PLAYER ; PLAYER io?
SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
- : MEUWAY
(# Nationwide MOWERS
0800
01634 811116 J i 6335866
MIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR IT SPONSOR
PAUL N JOHNSON GOOD LUCK RED CARD EVENTS ANDY & MARTIN GRIST
FOR THE SEASON UP THE GILLS

6. GARRY RICHARDS 7. CHRIS WHELPDALE 8. JACK PAYNE 9. DANNY KEDWELL

PLAYER PLAYER PLAYER
SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
| GOOD LUCK
"F FROM FLEET
DCS =Y . SCAFFOLDING
. 01624 221903
KIT SPONSCR KIT SPONSOR Good Luck from || KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR
DIGITS ACCOUNTANTS Stew, Nick, Big G, Little G, Jules, || noprynsave o000 _ GOOD LUCK
01634 831931 Lee, Trev, Andy and Chris e 3 JAMES & TOM BARNES
10. CURTIS WESTON 11. DENNIS OLI 12. JOE MARTIN 15. MATT LAWRENCE
g PLAYER = PLAYER ' i ™™™ PLAYER
SPONSOR SPONSOR : SPONSOR
I'.:'
GOOD LUCK =
8 JAN & DAVE
! KCS GROUP BELL
ZINC & COFPER
! ) ROOFING Lad.
KIT SPONSOR [ %IT sponsor KIT SPONSOR
ALL THE BEST FROM MRS Lettings & Sales WARD SECURITY RICHARD PEPPER
THE COX FAMILY 01634 408840 0B45 847 6180 & SIMON PATTERSON
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yansor a player for the seasan and get your company name and logo printed in every matchday programim

/12 season.
end of the season you will receive your chosen players signed shirt. All of this for just E500 plus VAT
natively you can spansor a player’s kit and get your name included in the matchday programme for the whole season
just £75 plus VAT.

PLAYER PLAYER PLAYER PLAYER
SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
GOOD LUCK B GOOD LUCK
FROM THE z=Ta s ERIAN E DCE KENT
EXECUTIVE B“lm MATTHEW
CILES MEREDITH
KIT SPONSOR PAPAS FiSH BAR KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR BEANEYS KIT SPONSOR
CITY WAY ROCHESTER. TELEPHONE & GAS CONTACT SERVICES TRADITIONAL FAMILY THE THREE HATS PUB
PARTY ORDERS WELCOME. 01634 842805 || 01634 295515 BAKERS 01634 719386 MILTON REGIS

20. CALLUM DAVIES 21. DEAN RANCE 22. CONNOR ESSAM 24. JACK EVANS

PLAVER PLAYER PLAYER
SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
XIT SPONSOR ] KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR
Hidsons _ || @nova MARIA ARNOLD JACKSON LIFT SERVICES
. TS HFEONS
s www.nova-tsolutions.com JULIE RADFORD

PLAYER

PLAYER
SPONSOR

SPONSOR

PLAYER
SPONSOR

IR CAWLEY
. ELECTRICAL

PHOTO CANVAS PRINTING
01227 768275

IAN CAWLEY & FAMILY

m 39. GAVIN TOMLIN MALCOLM STEDMAN TOMMY TREWBLU

PLAYER PLAYER
SPONSOR SPONSOR
GRAVESEND
SIGNS & - § KENT
WORKWEAR - TRADE
) LTD — : FRAMES
01634 711599 ﬁ

KIT SPONSOR
A1 GLASS MEDWAY LTD
01634 718701

KIT SPONSOR
WARD SECURITY
0845 B47 6180

KIT SPONSOR ANTONY AND
SEAN, THE WHITE HART,
NETHERFIELD, BATTLE

KIT SPONSOR
ALL THE BEST FROM
PHIL AND MISTER MAKER
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@ 9 Tonbridge Road
Maidstone

americangolf

ME16 8RL
www.americangolf.co.uk ()8444 99 21672
R e L e R e .
£2 OFF: 2 Cartrdge Wong
: 2 °: Why pay more to print?
: your next Cartridge World ink cartridge” 1 CartridgeWorid Canterbury, Chatham, Maidstone, Sittingboume & Strood
1 “ferms and conditions apply see in stote for detalls. Offer ends 30/06/13. Code KEFC. g L01795421212 e cwsittingboume@cartridgeworld.co.uk

Y emwesme N N N BN B BN BE N RS R RS R S O N B

) Gisine CityZs ¢
. . £5.000.000 Insured H "
Cl'alg ChlShOIm Free Consultations (@qucs :
Tree Surgery Ltd Free Planning Applicalions  Qualified
Domestic & Commercial Tree Reports

(01634) 420018 or 07866594976

Avenue Business Centrz. 17 New Road Avenue. Chathem MES6BA

Superbia in Gratus \’J\'J\'l.CI'ﬂiQChiShOlﬂ‘TfeesUTger‘jLid.COfﬁ Compasy so. 6309412 VAT 2o 980850789
© 0 © o
w MOVE IN FOR JUST @}
E e Self Storage Solutions Gillingham 01634 388896
LT SRR

Pay only £1" for your first month’s rental “Terms and conditions apply
Invicta Business Centre, Bredgar Rd. Gllingham ME8 6PG www.storageking.co.uk

VMIARINO FISH BAR
TAKE AWAY & CAFE

AR, ASHFORD RD, MMAIDSTONE

D16 737081

15% DISCOUNT ON SIGHT OF THIS ADVERT




MUCH MORE.

oN THE SPOT

wwith Calleern Davies

CHRIS DICKETTS PUTS YOUNG DEFENDER
CALLUM DAVIES ON THE SPOT TO FIND
OUT WHO HE WOULD LEAST LIKE TO BE
TRAPPED IN A LIFT WITH AND MUCH,

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

APPEARANCES: 3 MINUTES PLAYED: 137 GOALS CONCEDED: 2 FOULS CONCEDED: 1

Everyone has a nickname what is
yours and why?

| have a few, Cal is the obvious one.
| am also called Doug because | look

like Doug from a kids program, Jacko

calls me Paul O'Grady and Robert
Huth has been chucked in there as
well.

Who thinks they have the best taste
in music but really it's the worst?
Jacko’s iPod is a bit dodgy as it has a
bit of Reggae on there that is about
it really.

Is there anyone who is always late to
training?

Connor Essam is always late to pick
me up for training, Roscoe in pre-
season was pretty bad but | don’t
think anyone is really that late any
more.

What has been the highlight of your

career so far?

| think coming through the youth
system, then | made my first start
and was back out of the team again.
At Plymouth helping us getting that
win was pretty special and playing
such a big part in that game.

What has been the low point of your
career so far?

| would say getting sent off on my
debut but it is all part of football |
guess.

Who is your best friend in football?
| don't want to say Connor so | will
go with Jack Evans, we have come

through the youth system together
and | get on well with him.

Who has been the biggest influence
on your career?

I would say my parents because of
the amount they have done for me,
with all the travelling around for
about 10 years taking me to games.

What do you do away from football
to relax?

| used to play Call of Duty but now |
am one handed at the moment | am
a bit limited. Now my mates are back
from university | am alright.

What is the best thing about being a
professional footballer?

It has to be doing something that
you love, obviously coming through
the youth system | don‘t really know
anything different.

What is the worst thing about being
a professional footballer?

I don't think there is much that you
can say to be fair that is bad about
being a professional footballer.

What is the best stadium that you
have ever played in?
I would say Vicarage Road.

What car do you drive?
i drive a Seat Ibiza — obviously when
| can drive that is.

Who is the biggest joker in the
dressing room?

Charlie reckons he is, Gal is a bit
of a joker and Kingy and Jacko are
a bit sly.

What music gets you pumped up
before a game?

1 don‘t really listen to music | just get

 on with it.

Which of your team-mates would
you least like to be trapped in a lift
with and why?

It would probably be Connor
because he would be on his phone
all the time texting.

What is the worst injury you have
had so far in your career?

it is probably the one now actually |
haven‘t ever really been injury
prone. In the youth team | missed
two games with a broken nose. So |
have only ever had two bad injuries
and they have been a broken nose
and a broken hand.

| What do you remember about your

first team debut at Gillingham?
Walking from the furthest part of
the pitch to the tunnel is about all |
can remember of that game.

| Who has the worst tattoo in the Gills

dressing room?

A lot of people don’t know this but
Connor has his ex-girlfriend’s name
tattooed by his tricep, | am not sure the
boys have seen it as it is quite small.

Finally, tell us something that might
surprise us about you?

| am not really that interesting! |
used to play cricket quite a bit, we
play a bit of indoor cricket in the
gym, | used to play cricket for the
county when | was younger. | didn't
really like it as | used to find fielding
really boring as | have a short
attention span.
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The story of Piermario Morosini
is one of intense tragedy and
cruel luck.

It ended on Saturday April 14 2012
on the pitch at Pescara, a picturesgue
ltalian Tty on the Adniatic coast

After the loss of his parents before
he reached adulthood, followed by
the lonely suicide of his disabled
brother shortly afterwards, it was
always a somewhat unlikely tale that
the midfielder managed to carve out a
good career for himself in the second
tier of italian football, Serie B

This career was ended cruelly during
his club, Livorno's, game &t the
weekend. Similar to the harrowing
cenes at White Hart Lane, where
abrice Muamba lay st-':ckeﬂ on the
turf, Morosmx collapsed. While earlier
fh=> week Muamba was released from
hospital in London, Morosini was not
s0 lucky; his heart never restarted and
he died where he fell, leaving behind
another disabled sibling, his sister, in
the most heartbreaking circumstances
imaginable.

The name of Piermario Morosini will
go down alongside Marc Vivien-Foe,
Phil O'Donnell and Antonio Puerta as

a player who has died on the field
while representing his team

Also on this tragic list are the lesser
known names of Bobsam Elejiko,
Goran Tunjic, Barthclomew Opuku and
van Karaci€, who met the same terrible
fate; the latter pair aged just 19.

While in the wake of the Fabrice
Muamba incident it was mooted by

5
F

Manchester City manager Roberto
Mancini that the reg L,'a.' ’:\Fd ac

screening © of p‘d\{e’q in Italy made it
less likely that such an ev -:'ﬂ could
OCC

occur on the peninsular, it appears
that he has been proved wrong. Whil
n the wake of any sort of disaster it is
easy to point the finger at the
perceived inadequacies of a system,
sometimes there is little to be done
other than to grieve and mourn

In arcumstances such as thes
football takes something of a back
seat. It puts many things into
perspective and with many playe
deeply affected by Morosini's dea
was decided by the Italian Football
AssoCiation to postpone all matches
planned after that date to another
time, in order to leave those affected
1o their reflections in peace. Games
will resume as planned next weekend.

m

\h, it

Hallmark
it has distracted somewhat from
wha has been an excellent season In

n football: fresh coaches, new
Dngyers and resurgent old names

have been the hallmark of the season
so far and with just a handful of
games remaining, very few issues have
been decided in either the first or
second tier.

After years of Milanese dominance in
Serie A, from both the red and blue
sides, the Old Lady of Juventus look to
have her best chance for many years
10 reassert herself as the Queen of
Italy. After the disaster of match-fixin
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smr‘ds‘) relegation o z% e second
WETY Process
sumimit.

Claudio Ranieri and
Ciro Ferarra regqrﬁes are now partially
healed and under Antonio Conte, a
notable stalwart from those famous
Juventus sides of the mid-nineties,
they remain the only unbeaten team
in any of Europe's major ea:mea
While usually 3 resu ger of
description will usually come about
due to the introduction of a fresh
group of players, at Juve this has only
been partially true. While the likes of
Arturo Vidal, brought in during the
summer from Bayer Leverkusen, and
Marco Estigaribma, a Paraguayan on
loan from Deportive Maldonado have
provided @ much needed spark, a trio
cf old warhorses have provided the
base for the title charge. In goal,

The scars of the




more .mD'-’-Sfm .-u-‘huie the s
eternal Alessanaro
chipped in w
important games in hi

However, the real tu
the summer acquisitio
genius and set piece artist An
Pirlo. His wizened ?:‘_D'SFE'-E:‘.'W.C‘?
deceives his 32 years, but his infiuence
upon the 2012 mtagc- of Turin has
been undeniable

After almost a decade at Milan, Pirls
was allowed to join Juventus for free.
His deep lying playmaker role has
added a new dimension to Juventus
play; while they have hardly been
dynamite going forward this season,
top scorer Alessandro Matri has just
10 goals in the league and the team
has just 53 from 32 in total,
defensively they have been rock solid

+
-

their exploits in the Champions
Lsam.ﬂ this season, tL
with no distractions, have roared on
from strength to strength

With just six games to go, it will
surely be a2 nail-biti '"g finish. Slightly
below them, ust one Champion

while Juvent

-.-.’hﬂ
League spot left to play for, Lazio
have recovered from a shaky spell

to steal the march on Udinese, for
whom Antonio Di Natale is still
banging in the goals, another 20 this
time round

However, the death of Piermario
Marosini, who was at loan from

>
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Uainese to Livorno, may pro
much of an emotional burden ‘ﬁ' the
club to carry on their push for another
Champions Leag-:’ spot

t the other end of the table;
Cesena and Novara are as good as
gone and \ will have to make
preparations for another
Serie B after brief spells at the top

le. Above them, Lecce are
propping up a trio of fallen giants,
Genoa, Parma and Fiorentina.
Separated by just three points and
crippled (as with many ltalian clubs) by
financial crisis and internal sgquabbling,
just how any of the clubs would

respond to the drop is something of
an unxknown auanttly
Dominant

Looking to pariake in the Ser
2012713 season are two clubs nich in
acent success
'}'DL.F‘C].

Torino,

u‘_
fixture next term

t terr
Locwﬂg 1o stop this will be Hellas
Verona, who were crowned Italian

Champions in the mid-80s, but are
more notable recently for the excellent

Tim Parks novel A Season with

Verona, alongside some particularly
unsavoury hooligan incidents

After a drop through the divisions 1
will interesting to see if th
bounce back to the hi r:,hﬂ&f table and
set up another ity nvalr :
A's Chievo, with whom Ln@; share a
stadium

However,

any Succes&es 1his season
will be somewhat tinged with sadness

after the avenis in Fes(

4

Saturday, which have bro
excitement of an excelle
to a shuddering
community, in
well as ltaly, is
and condolences to the family and
friends of the Livorno number 25
Piermario Morosini, riposa in pace.

¥
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SPORTS

INJURY CLINIC

@ Rainham Physiotherapy Centre

Chartered & HPC Registered, Bupa accredited Also Treat

- Neck Pain
- Back Pain

: " JAV MUGHAL R Associates
\ 7 Maidstone Road,

Rainham, Kent MES ODH - N - Sciatica
www.RainhamPhysio.co.uk Whi
01634 377638 ) =g

- Tennis Elbow
Specialist in Neck, Back and Sports Injuries - Frozen Shoulder

] For 5%
- - ; . - ff
Plumbing, Electrical, J} i

15 GILOOY
and Gas Training e

- Professional Plumbing Courses

« Gas Training and Assessment (ACS, inc LPG)
« Electrical Courses (17th Ed, Part ‘P, PA.T)

. Renewable Energies (inc Solar PV & Thermal)

« Apprenticeships

. Award-winning training centre
Call 01732 866500 or email
info@plumbingacademy.co.uk

C' ;

www_plumbingacademy.co.uk
Fircroft Business Centre, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6EN
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APRIL 21

RICHARD DAY LOOKS BACK ON ALL NEWS RELEVANT TO
GILLINGHAM FC THAT'S OCCURRED ON THIS DATE PREVIOUSLY...

Main Picture: Michael Flynn scores against Port Vale. Insat lohn Hills takes a penalty against Ipswich Town

FIXTURES 2002 Watlord 2-3 Gilhngham C Att: 15674
Goals from Chnis Hope, Paul Shaw and Or\wfa again
1854 - New B . Fr secured vlclery at Vsratage Road
1800 - New Brompton !-C’ Brstel SLD1 2003 Gillingham 1-0 Bradiord C Attt 5,281
Former Lincoln City ﬁ)rward Andrew Swan scored the only Paul Sharw was the match-winner against me Bantams
goal of the game 2007 Gilkngham 3-2 Port Vale Att: 5,928
1906 - New Brom p?fm OO West SiD1 lan Cox and Michael Fynn (2) were the scorers as the Gills
1923 Gilingham 2 ; 8 D35 edged past Vale
Gaoals from Charhe Freeman arvd Jock Henderson, & penalty,
in either half proved suffice DEBUTS...
1922 Swindon T 4-1 Gilbngham 025 -
Tom Williams netted the second-half consolation The following player made his Gillingham debutin the above game..
1928 Millweall 6-0 Gillingham 25 g
1930 Southend Utd 8-0 Gillingham D3s 1951 JACK DAY versus Aldershot at home
1933 - Northampton T 1-0 Gillingham BELS

1948 - Guidford City 6-1 Gilingham SiD1 ~ BRTHS
- Jackie Briggs scored the Df'|‘)‘ goal of the game in Surrey

1951 - Gilingham 30 Allerstiol BELY At 10457 . 1978 JOHN HILLS
Goals from Bill Burtenshaw, Bill Hales and Dave Thomas John's career started at Blackpool, signing YTS forms at
ensurad a comfortable Gills win 16, and in August 2011 his career turned full cyde when
1956 Crystal Palace 1-3 Gifingham =35 AT 10,4595 he returned to Bloomfield Road once again, this time as
Arthur Hughes hit his one and only geal for the dub while Head of Youth at the Championship outfit.
both Errol Crossan and Dave Hawkins aiso found the net in.a During his Football L eague days he scored 23 goals in 324
win against the struggfing Glaziers appearances in his spells at Everton, Swansea Criy,
1967 - Doncaster R 2-3 Gillingham 02 At 3364 Sheffield Wednesday and of course Gillingham.
Brian Gibbs, Gordon Rigdick and Charlie Crickmore were the He came to Gillingham in the summer of 2003 and made
marksmen at Belle Voe his debut in a goalless draw against Sheffield United at
1873 - Gillingham 2-8 Seuthpen B4 A= 3,895 Bramall Lane on the opening day of the 2003/04 season.
Brian Yeo scored one and a Chris Dunleavy own goal After making 57 appearances, and sconing three goals,
ensured the points stayed at Priesthield during his two years at Priestfield, e joined Wednesday in

2-1 Gllir qh:-v 3 Att: 5,862 jure 2005 but his time at Hillsborouagh was plagued by
injuries
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GILLINGHAM FC IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

Full de’ralls oF this amazing charity, including:

¥ How the lives of young Sri Lankan children
are being saved

@ The dedicated UK medical team involved
@ Educational programmes for schools
¥ How the people of Kent can play their part

Look out for the new interactive website, currently being
designed. To view some of our previous work, log on to

www.mercymission.co.uk

WWW. fakehear’rmercymlsswn.com




THE MAN OF THE MATCH

CHAMPAGNE IS SPONSORED BY.

Beams

Internatienal

mﬁsmew Busmsss cius 1

DCB KENT
ESCALATOR CONMPANY
NAT _'DNW!_DE VENTHADCN .
NOvai¥ SOLU*JIA»
- OXDENFLOOR
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COMMERCIAL

GOOD afternoon and welcome to MEMS Priestfield Stadium, espedially
the army of fans who have travelled from Swindon for a game which
could prove to be vitally important to both teams.
Qur match sponsors today are DG Fruit, a south-
DG Fl'llit akna 23St based fresh produce import and export
company, based in Maidstone and Surrey.

Chris Rowe and his team have between them more than 80 years’ trade
experience, supplying most lines of fruit, selads and exotic produce to
customers the length and breadth of the country, including schools, heaith
authorities and long standing Independent family businesses serving their loca!
communities.

Their English Produce Section - managed by Andy Warner, a Priestfield disciple
for more than 30 seasons - promotes & number of Independent Kent growers,
offering the best of the county’s fruit to their customers. Andy says DG Fruit are
pr0ud 10 support Kent's fan-ners and the Gills

B Its your last chance today to cast your
vote for the Gills' Player of the Year.
Voting forms are available from
turnstiles, or you can collect one form
the cheerleaders as you leave. Please
deposit them in one of the bins provided
or hand them to one of the cheerleaders
or you can take them to the Megastore
immediately after the game. However,
they must be received by Spm today to
qualify

Plans are in full swing for our Player of
the Year dinner fcllowing our last
home match, against Morecambe, on
May 5. Come and see who wins
trophies for the Young Player, Away
Piayer and Goal of the Season, as well as
the main award — the Supporters’ Player of the Year. These are preceded by a
three<course dinner and followed by dancing with a live band. The price is £50
per person plus VAT,

Tickets are now on sale for our rugby Super League match between the
London Broncos and Hull FC. The big match tzkes place on Sunday, May 20
(kick off 2pm). Until a2 week before the game, tickets are priced at just £10 for
adults and £1 for juniors accompanied by an adult. After May 13, prices will be
£15 and £5. Please call our ticket office (01634 300000, option 1) to bock
your places. A fantastic weekend of rugby league also incluges junior, masters
and wheelchair matches at the Army’s Garrison Stadium and at Medway Park
(Black Lion).

Our next tribute night is Stevie Wonder next Saturday, April 28, with a
night dedicated to the sounds of Motown. But it's not just Stevie — the line-up
also includes the Motown Sisters with senas from the Ronettes, the Supremes
and many more. Then comes our fantastic Beatles night, featuring one of the
country’s top tribute bands, Like The Beatles, on Saturday, May 19 Tickets
for both these nights are £29.95, indluding a three-course meal

Following the success of our first two “trial” comedy nights, we have decded
to continue the season, with further dates on May 3, June 7, September 6
and October 4. Tickets cost £15 to include a basket meal.

Check the website, priestfield.com, for more details. To book your places for
any of our events, call Medway 300000C.

Murray Evans, Marketing Manager

ennnsnre APMS
SEONSOrS A

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 65



—

Tel: 01634 7110996 oaler?i | O 1< www.oxden-floors.co.uk

/ 1] [ s

Indusirial and Commercial Flooring Specislists

oLobDpke DL VERE

VILLAGE

VILLAGE Hotel and Leisure Club Maidstone, J6 M20
Call 0844 980 8044 - www.village-hotels.co.uk

- Tel: 01795-521666

Fax: 01795-521777

sales@ltrsupplies.com

UPPLIES Web: Itrsupplies.com
. Workwear+ PPE+Janitorial Products«Safety Signs

In House Embroidery & Printing

—

are Y OU iz
ZORBAPERSON

.

THECE,S,::;A‘,‘,EOR e Service e Repairs
® Handrails ® Spare Parts
® Removals ® Step Overhaul
® Refurbishment

Come and try our EXPRESS menu, quick!
All dishes £5.95 each

served In

Available Monday to Friday, 12pm - 5.00pm

VILLAGE Hotel and Leisure Club Maidstone, J6 M20 Call 0844 980 8044 - www.village-hotels.co.uk

PEARCE QUALITY & SAFETY SYSTEMS

Do you require assistance with your Management Systems, we specialise in Health & Safety,

Environmental and Quality Management Standards - IS09001 - ISO14001 - ISO18001
Phone: 01634 844777 Mobile 0779 370 9010 51 e B
EP YR

E-Mail: pearcequality@blueyonder.co.uk




I'm glad that everything has been sorted out and
the game today is now going ahead as normal.

I was worried wheg,1 started writing this that
it might have been a case that the only people
reading this page would be those who had snuck
in secretly disguised as Tommy Trewblu or a
member of the GFC Gems.

Either thaf, or it might have been sometime in
the not too distant future and you have bought a
copy of this programme on eBay for a 'buy it
now' price of 3p because it's now a much sought
after piece of Gillingham merchandise as its the
official programme of the game that nobody
went to.

When I first heard about the proposed ban, I
started to wonder abouf all the things I could do
with my Saturday instead - if the ‘fan ban' did
actually go ahead. The following things flashed
through my mind, but not necessarily in this
order -

a) Mowing the lawn (front and back).

b) Clearing out the garage and/or cleaning out
the fish tank.

c) Shopping at Bluewater.

d) Finally getting around fo watching the box set
of 'The Wire' that was given to me for the
xmas before last.

GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

Then I realised that these were exactly the
sort of things I was trying to avoid by buying a
season ticket in the first place, so I eventually
settled on the fact that I would treat it as a
normal Saturday as if the Gills were away and
just sit at home watching Soccer Saturday with
a Pot Noodle surround by two screaming kids
who constanily keep telling me their hungry.

Seriously though, playing the team fop of the
league is never easy and the pressure will be on
the Gills players today in what is @ must win for
us if we are to give ourselves just the smallest
chance of promotion this season.

Of course part of me still hopes we can reach
the play-offs, so I'll be keeping my diary free for
the next few weeks - just in case.

I would like fo welcome back Luke Rooney even
though there is a possibility he will score the
goal to end our play-off hopes.

Whatever happens, lets get behind the boys
today and at least make sure Swindeon have to
wait another week fo celebrate promotion.

UP THE GILLS!
Danny Gipson

Follow me on Twitter @DannyGipson

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 67



OUR RESIDENT STATISTICIAK
GARY WADE BRINGS US THE FACTS

THAT MATTER ... ..

Without a doubt it is make or
break for our season today if any
faint hopes of promotion are to be
realised, so the visit of league
leaders and champions-elect
Swindon must make the task that
much more difficult.

It has felt in the past that perhaps
sometimes we fare better against the
sides doing well and not so with the
sides many would perceive us likely
to win against so | suppose it would
be the Gills" way if we were to beat
the current table toppers and then
lose in the subsequent game to
Northampton, currently in 20th.

So our penultimate look at how
results have differed down the
seasons for the Gills inevitably takes
us to rasults against teams top and
bottom of the table since
reintroduction to the Football League
in 1950.

The first few seasons on our travels
against the side ultimately finishing
top were not kind with the Gills losing
all six games from the first three
Se3s0ns.

Worst still, Nottingham Forest
showed just how ruthless the league
could be recording a 9-2 victory and
Ipswich three seasons later earning 2
6-1 win. Travelling to top sides locked
perilous but in the 1954/55 season the
Gills came home with a 4-1 win
against Bristol City to give us the only
victory in the first nine seasons,
coming just before recording the first
of three doubles (Walsall) over the
league champions.

The early 80s saw 14 games where
seven wins were secured including
back-to-back doubles over Reading
and Bournemouth in the 1985/86 and
1986/87 seascns. The next three
seasons however would then see

- 2003/4 season.

: 8 GILLINGHAM SEASON FACTS:

R _’!5 189aﬂmshaveseen23penaﬁymc1demssofarﬂusseasm Nine games
..'._mdudedizpma{nesias!mn Themostovermeiassfmnseawushas
. ,'seenidgamasmvdvmgupenahes
®  Rowan Vine's goal against Macdesfield made him the 21st different
Gillingham goal-scorer this season, the most since 20 players scored in the

® AﬁerOxfetﬂ,League.‘&mhadseenSBSmssnfar one more than the
whole of last season. Averagedwntlsoncoursetoendunmaomore
wins and 30 less draws but with 52 less goals.
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them without any and 48 games have
passed since, securing a less than
IMPDressive six wins.

If today’s visitors are to become the
league champions then beating them
would secure our first home victory
over a team to finish top since a 1-0
win over Fulham in the 1998/99
season, although the Gills have
beaten a side finishing top far more
recently as the 2005/06 season when
we returned from Southend with a
1-0 win at Roots Hall.

Percentage

If beating the top side has been far
more difficult than it first appears,
then the side finishing runner-up has
been a little better Also achieving
three win doubles but anly suffering
13 loss doubles (six less than against
the top sides) the home win
percentage increases dramatically but
strangely fared significantly worse
over the results of the top sides on our
travels.

Although it took z little longer to
register the first win, they came a bit
more regularly and the first win
double was achieved in 1964/65
against Bristol City. In the late
seventies only two wins came in 27
matches but eight extra victories over
the same period against the
champions were earned, those
seasons In the mid-eighties unbeaten



in six against the top sides were much
worse against the side below with
only two draws and four defeats

Recent results against the side
finishing second have been in stark
contrast. The last time we avoided
defeat away was back in the 2000/01
season when a 2-1 victory at
Blackburn preceded a run of 10
straight losses and the stde looking
most likely to finish as runner-up this
season have also beaten us on our
travels.

That side is Shrewsbury who, if they
achieve it, would record the first
losing double over us since we
succumbed to West Brom eight
seasons ago — however eight out the
remaining nine seasons all saw home
wins sit alongside those away defeats
Unsurprisingly our record isn‘t as
good as we imagine against the top
two so their must surely be a vast
improvement over the bottom two

With 12 win doubles over the sides
finishing last and only three losing
doubles, it is a mirror image of the
opposite end of the table.

Repeated

The first win double came after only
the third season and another three
seasons passed before it would be
repeated with today’s visitors losing
4-0 and 1-0 (another win double over
them came the season after when
they finished second from bottom).
After 32 games in which only four
away defeats were endured then
came the Gills’ first losing double
against the side finishing last.

Stockport ran out 2-0 winners at
Priestfield and 1-0 winners at their
place to record three out of four
defeats against the bottom side - 3
run that would be haited the
following season but only as the Gills
themselves finished in last place!

In all, 85 wins in 2 119 from 1950 to
the present day against the bottom
two at Priestfield helps dispel the
theory we suffer against these sides
and even the away win percentages
are not far off that of the average
throughout many seasons as a whaole.

A win at Aldershot in the 1988/83
season and anather against Halifax
four seasons later (both seasons in
which the Gills finished second to last)
were the only successes in 10 matches

and included the second losing double
(Wrexham).

Results picked up once more but in
2007/08 Luton finished botiom and
were relegated zlongside us. With the
Gills being promoted the following
season, Luton finished botiom once
more to fall out of the Football League
but still managed to win at Priestfield
(the last time we had lost to a bottom-
placed side) giving the Gills just one
win in the four against them.

The season after, Stockport came
down with the Gills also from League
1 before suffering the same fate as
Luton as they too left the Football
League but this time the Gills won
three out of the four against them.
With Hereford looking most likely to
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finish bottom, the win double over
them would be similar to the narrow
home win and large away win we
enjoyed last season against Stockport

And with only one win double
against the side second from bottom
in the last seven seasons, the current
side Macclesfield would also continue
that trend. But for now, the attentions
are with the side at the top.

Having lost every game in the past
10 seasons away to the second top
side that trend too continues in the
form of currently placed Shrewsbury.
So to keep the season alive we must
brezk the final trend, that previously
mentioned issue of no home wins
against the top side in 12 seasons! it's
going to be a fascinating afternoon

GILLINGHAM

378 %ofgoals 3
622 %ofgoals 51
98 %oligoals B
220 %ofgoas 18
85 %ofgoals 7
265 % of games 13
49 %ofgoals 4
268 % ofgoals 22 RS
0.7 pergame 33

51.0 % of games 25 f

6B.0 % of games 17

200 % ofgames 5

55  pergame 268
44 pergame 214

42  pergame 9
1.7 pergame 85

58 pergame 289

11.6 pergame 559§

1.8 pergame 889

7.9% of bockings 7
© 846 %ofpens 11
154 %ofpems 2
a

-1

LGE & CUP FACTS/STATS

OPPOSITION

25 % ofgoals 34.7
47 %ofgoals 65
6 %olfgoals 83
15 % ofgoals 208
6 %olgoals 83
12 % of games 245
5 %ofgoals 69
17 %ofgoals 236
32 pergame 0.7
20 % of games 408

14 % of games - 70

3 % of games 150

274 pergame 56
250 pergame 5.1
9 pergame 36
Bl 148 percame 30
W 247 pergame 50
504 pergame 103
78 pergame 16

7ot bookings 9.0%
7 % ofpens 700
3 % ofpens 300
2
10
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BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE
TOTAL FINANCIAL
PROTECTION

It IS our _
guaranteed
discount... |

=

it IS up to

g% £400 off
<% our summer

holidays

170 YEARS OF TRAVEL EXPERIENCE Tlm
Don't just book it. Thomas Cook it. Cook
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TABLE, FIKTURES & ROLL CALL

=,
P

(

nPower ) npower LEAGUE TWO TABLE

PLAYING TODAY

Away Accnington v Shrewsbury
Team P W D F A W D L F _A AFC Wimbledon v Torquay
1 _Swindon 43 18 3 44 2 9 25 21 Bradford v Macclesfield
<l SR eEOong. 4 BF 3 36_12 33 27 25 Burton v Aldershot
S Crene s Craetar
5 St 43 10 6 31 18 2 8 39 30 Dagenham & P.edbnd‘ge v Crawley
& Chaltenham 43 12 5 29 15 3 -9 32 32 Hereford v Northampton
7 OxfordUtd 43 10 9 6 22 7 72 .22 2O Plymouth v Oxford
8 Crewe 43 10 S 36 26 S 8 28 30 Port Vale v Bristol Rovers
9 Gillingham 43 11 4 39 26 5 10 34 34 Rotherham v Morecambe
10 Rotherham i3 1 3 27 19 8 8 34 39
11 Aldershot 43 11 4 24 17 3 11 22 2 PLAYED LAST NIGHT
12 Accningteon a3 11 3 33 31 8 19 28
13 Morecambe 43 6 5 29 27 5 30 23 Southend v Bamnet
14 BristolRovers 43 9 6 32 28 10 23 36
15 Porl Vale 43 10 3 14 26 B 30 29
16 Burton Albion 43 8 7 23 26 12 2B 49
17 Wimbledon 43 7 4 34 39 11 23 34
18 Bradford 43 7 8 33 27 13 19 29
19 Dag&Red 43 8 2 26 34 12 19 36
20 Northampton 43 ] S 29 42 b EIE 15
ZI_F’_[V_"\"E(_AJ_U} 43 =] A 21 23 2 22 it
22 Barnet 43 S5 6 25 39 12 21 36
23 Macclesfield 43 5§ 11 25 24 16 14 135
24 Hersford 43 4 4 20 39 9 24 29
SEASON 2011/12 ROLL CALL
Adam Birchall | 02/12/1584
Alex Brown 30/09/79592 = ;e =
Tom Brunt 13/01/1353 1
Callum Davies 08021993 | 2} | 1)
Connor Essam [ 090771982 T 14(1) | B
Jack Evans 18/03/1353 431 - Sl
Matt Fish T 05M1/1589 | 18{4) 202) 1 2
Ross HAitney | 01/06/1984 27 =X
Andy Frampton | 03/09/1979 © 24(1) | [ (1) 7
Barry Fuller 1 25/08/1984 g ! AR 3
Paulo Gazzaniga | 020171982 1 18(1) — A=anE T ) =
Darel k" 24/06/1853 1 i
| 03017983 T 33(4) | 4 | 1'"" BT S 8
Danny Kedwei' 1 03/08/1983 | 34‘3; 6] =3 3
Simon King T 11/04/1983 81y | 1 1 3
Jo Kuffour CTATISET 23 i EE -3
Matt Lawrence 19/06/1874 1 2402) | = G | &
C'ha'he [ee ~O5M0T/1887 75i5) s 41 15 5
Oliver [ee 11070981 | 5(3) | i i
Joe Martin _1ZeATeee ] FeE)] 1 4 5 2
Ashley Miller — DB/B/1994 2(3) 1 1 i
lewis Montrose | 17/17/1G88 | 25(9) | 4 51 4 1 3
Frank Nouble 247/08/1991 2057 5 X =% i) 5
Jordan Obra 081271993 5(1) 3 e 33 3
Derinis Ofi | 28071984 | A(17) | r 1(3) ] 5
Jack Payne oSzt | 28() 2 % 1 3 5 4
Stefan Payne 10081991 | (12) o () i 2y 3 2
gean R:mce 1 24/9Nn981 | . I'!;'_" I | 1)
a:g Richards 1176671986 24 1 i ] 31 5 [ 107(15)
Luke Rooney 12820880 | Ty | 3 | ) ] | o 2 | 20{a1)
Danny Spiller IR AR I - R 2 1l 2 1 ] 129(58]
Gavin Tomhn | 130171983 | _9(1) | 6 : T f = q(1)
RD\.’.Pn Vine_ 12170571582 7 3(3) 1 1 33)
_2"’!0‘111‘?87 21(7) ETE)) P Z 3 147(18)
Ci‘r:s Whelpdale | Z7/01/1587 31(5) i0 A(1) 10 i 39(6)
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Referee F A An Pos  Goalscorers
CHELTENHAM TOWN Sat Aug 6 Collins 10 5360 5 Montrose Fuller
Brighton (Lae Cup 1) Tue Aug 9 Maloney 0 1 16295 - - Flitney  Fuller
Crewe Alexandra Sat Aug 13 Gibbs 2 1 340 2 Wheipdale, Spiller Fiitney  Fuller
Barnet Tue Aug 16 Linington 2 2 24686 3 Spiller, ) Payne Flitney  Fuller
PLYMOUTH ARGYLE Sat Aug 20 Lewis 3 0 5053 3 Kedwell 2, Rooney Flitney  Fuller
Rotherham United Sat Aug 27  Adcock 0 3 3740 = - Flitney  Fuller
SHREWSBURY TOWN Sat Sep 3 Graham 01 4869 & - Flitney  Fuller
ACCRINGTON STANLEY  Sat Sep 10 Sheldrake 11 4619 B Rocney Flitney  Fuller
Southend United Tue Sep 13 Phillips 01 4598 13 - Flitney  Fuller
Hereford United SatSep 17 Tierney 6 1 1848 9 Nouble, Richards, OG, Jackman. Whelpdale. S Payne Flitney  Fuller
BURTON ALBION Sat Sep 24 Sutton 3 1 4548 6 Kedwell 2, Nouble Flitney Fish
AFC Wimbledon SatOct 1 Naylor 1 3 4,606 39 Lee Flitney  Fish
BARNET (IFT2) Tue Oct 4 Scott 13 1278 - Richards Gazzaniga Fish
PORT VALE Sat Oct 8 Hooper 11 4676 10  Kedwell Flitney  Fish
Torquay United SatOct 15 Langford 52 2582 9 Kuffour 2, Rooney, Nouble, Whelpdale Flitney  Fish
OXFORD UNITED Sat Oct 22 Ward 10 5819 5 Montrose Flitney Fish
Swindon Town Tue Oct25  Coote 02 7787 9 - Flitney  Fish
Morecambe SatOct29  Boyeson 1.2 2067 10 Nouble Flitney  Fish
NORTHAMPTON TOWN  Sat Nov 5 Berry 4 3 4704 9 Kuffour 3, Kedwell Flithey Lawrence
AFC Bournemouth (FAC1) SatNov 12 Phillips 3 3 azm - ) Payne, Jackman, Kedwell Gazzaniga Fish
Aldershot Town Sat Nov 19 Mohareb 2 1 3449 8 Nouble, Wheipdale Fiitney  Lee
AFC BOURNEMOUTH FAC1)Tue Nov 22 Graham 3 2 4033 - Weston, Richards, S.Payne Flitney  lLee
BRADFORD CITY Sat Nov 26 Williamson 00 7074 7 - Flitney Lawrence
Leyton Orient (FAC2) Sat Dec 3 Gibbs 10 3763 - Weston Flithney  Lee
Macdesfield Town Sat Dec 10 Salisbury 00 1,724 7 - Flitney Lee
BRISTOL ROVERS Sat Dec 17 Langford 4 1 7.750 7, Montrose, Kedwell 2, Jackman Flitney Lee
Crawley Town Mon Dec 26  Sheldrake 2 1 4355 6 Kuffour 2 Flithey  Fish
Dagenham & Redbridge FriDec30  Miller 12 3120 7 Kedwell Flitney Lawrence
ALDERSHOT TOWN Sat Jan 2 Sarginson 10 5432 6 Jackman Flitney Lawrence
STOKE ATY (FAC3) SatlJan7 Halsey 13 10360 - Kedwell Flitney Lawrence
Shrewsbury Town Sat Jan 14 Boyeson 0 2 49490 7 - Fiitney Lawrence
AFC WIMBLEDON Sat Jan 21 Malone 3 4 6,236 L Tomlin 2, Kuffour Flitney Lee
Accrington Stanley Sat Jan 28 Rushton 3 4 1,734 10 Jackman, Tomlin 2 Flitney  Lee
SOUTHEND UNITED Mon Feb 13 East 12 444 10 Tomlin Gazzanigal awrence
Port Vale SatFeb 18  Drysdale 12 4,027 13 Whelpdale Gazzaniga Evans
ROTHERHAM UNITED Tue Feb 21 Woolmer 0 0 3248 13 = Gazzaniga Evans
TORQUAY UNITED Sat Feb 25 Waugh 2 0 4865 10 King, Kedwell Gazzaniga Evans
HEREFORD UNITED Tue Feb 28 Phillips 5 4 3,784 9 Whelpdale, Kedwell, C Lee 2, Tomlin Gazzaniga Evans
Plymouth Argyle Sat Mar 3 Brown 10 6382 8 Martin Gazzaniga Lee
BARNET Tue Mar 6 Berry 31 3751 8 Oli, Obita, C Lee Gazzaniga Lee
CREWE ALEXANDRA Sat Mar 10 Stroud 3 4 5428 8 Payne, Whelpdale, Miller Gazzaniga les
Cheltenham Town SatMar 17 Madley 3 0 3137 B Obita 2, Whelpdale Gazzaniga Fish
CRAWLEY TOWN Tue Mar 20  Heywood 01 5204 9 - Gazzaniga Fish
Bradford Gity Sat Mar 24  Mathieson 2 2 9858 9 Montrose, Ramsden og Gazzaniga _Fish
Burton Albion Tue Mar27  Webb 01 1714 9 - Gazzaniga Fish
MACCLESFIELD TOWN Sat Mar 31 McDermid 2 0 4562 9 Fish, Whelpdale Gazzaniga _Fish
Bristol Rovers Fri Apr 6 Whitestone 22 6160 9 Whelpdale, Oli Gazzaniga Fish
DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE Mon Apr 9 Williamson 12 5,773 9 Vine Gamnga Fish
Oxford United Sat Apria __ Coote 00 732 9 - Gazzaniga _Fish
SWINDON TOWN Sat Apr 21 3.00pm
Northampton Town Sat Apr 28 3.00pm
MORECAMBE Sat May 5 3.00pm
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GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

uwmframptm Martin ) Payne Whelpdale Montrose Spiller Rooney Weston Richards Jackman Gazzaniga
* e Frampton Martin__J Payne Whelpdale Montrose  Lee  Spiller  Kedwell Weston S.Payne  Fish  King/Gazzaniga/Richards/Rance
Lawrence Frampton Martin | Fayne Whelpdale Montrose  Lee  Spiller  Kedwell Weston SPayne  Fish  Richards Gazzaniga
___lawrence Frampton Martin ) Payne  Weston Montrose  Lee Spiller  Kedwell Oli  Jackman  Fish  Richards Gazzaniga
Lawrence Frampton Martin  JPayne Weston Montrose  Lee  Spiller  Kedwell Oli Rooney Jackman Richards Gazzaniga
___lawrence Frampton MMartin _JPayne Weston Montrose  Lee Spiller  Kedwell Oli Rooney Jackman Richards Gazzaniga
2 Ly ce Frampton Jackman JPayne Weston Montow  Lee  Rooney Kedwell Oli Wheipdale Martin  Richards Gazzaniga
Lawrence Richards Martin Jackman Whelpdale Montrose  Lee  Rooney Xedwell SPayne  Spiller ol Weston Fish
Lswrence Richards Martin_ Jackman Whelpdale Spfir  Lee  Rooney Kedwell Oli  Montrose S Fayne  Essam Fish
Richards Frampton Martin Whelpdale Lee Jackman Rooney Nouble Kedwell Montrose 5 Payne Ofi Essam Gazzaniga
i Richards Lawrence Frampton Whelpdale Lee Jadiman Rooney Nouble Kedwell Montrose S Payne Oli Weston Gazzaniga
Richards Lawrence Frampton Whelpdale  Lee lackman Rooney Nouble Kedwell Weston Kuffour Montrose S.Payne Gazzaniga
Richards Frampton Jackman Nouble Montrose Weston Rooney Kuffous SPayne Whelpdale Davies Kedwell Ofi Flitney
_;-_'.I:mds Lawrence  Martin  Nouble Lee Weston  Rooney Kuffour Kedwell Whelpdale S Payne Oli Davies Gazzaniga
. Richards Lawrence Martin_Whelpdaie Montrose  Weston  Rooney Kuffour Nouble SPayne Evans Davies Essam Gazzaniga
_Eﬁalds Lawrence Martin Whelpdale Montrose  Weston  Rooney Kuffour Nouble Jackman  lee  Frampton S.Payne Gazzaniga
_ Richards Lawrence lackman Whelpdale Lee  Weston  Rooney Kuffour Nouble Kedwell SPayne Frampton Rance Gazzaniga
 Richards lawrence Jackman Whelpdale  Lee Weston  Hoonoy Kuffour Nouble Kedwell S Payne Frampton Martin _Gazzaniga
_'Egds Frampton  Martin_ Whelpdale  Lee lackman Kedwell Kuffour Nouble Fish  Rooney ‘Weston S.Payne Gazzaniga
Mnm Martin_Whelpdale  Lee tackman | Fayne Rooney  Kedwell ol 5 Payne Montrose  King Essam Rance
= Lawrence  Martin_ Whelpdale J.Payne Jsckman  Nouble Kuffour Kedwell Montrose Weston O King  Gazzaniga
Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne Weston Montrose Ol Kedwell S Payne Fish Hance  King/Gazzaniga/Evans/Miller
_ Rihards Frampton Martin __ lee  JPayne Weston MNouble Kuffour Kedwell Montrose SPayne O Fish  Gazzaniga
_ _Egrds Frompton Marin Montrose J.Payne Weston Jackman 5 Payne Kedwell Ol Fish  Davies/Rance/Gazzaniga/Essam/Evans
‘_E‘ﬂlﬁ Frampton Martin Montrose J.Payne Weston  Jackman Kulfour Kedwell Lawrence Nouble Whelpdale S.Payne Gazzaniga
_ Richards Frampton Martin Montrose J.Payne \Weston Jackman Nouble Kedwell Lawrence Fish Whelpdale S.Payne Gazzaniga
_.._Euds Lawrence Marfin Wheipdale LPayne Weston Jackman Kuffour Kedwell Rooney Ol ¥ing  S.Payne Gazzaniga
_ Richards Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne \Weiton Jackman Kuffour Kedwell Montrose 5.Payne Ol Rance Gazzaniga
_ Richards Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne Weston Jackman Montrose Kedwell  Llee  SPayne Rance  Miller Gazzaniga
Richards Frampton Jadkman Whelpdale J.Payne  Weston Lee Montrose Kedwell ol Rooney S Payne Fish/Gazzaniga/Rance/Davies
ﬁﬂ_latds Frampton Jackman Whelpdale JPayne  Weston Lee Montrose Cli Tromlin Rooney SPayne  Fish  Gazzaniga
.@ds Lawrence Martin  Jackman  JLPayne Montrose Tomlin _ Kuffour Kedwell Weston Whelpdale  Oli King  Gazzaniga
__ Richards Frampton Martin Jackman J.Payne Montrose Tomlin Kuffour Kedwell Weston _ King Rance  Miller Gazzaniga
___ Richards Frampton  Martin_ Jackman  Weston Montrose  Tomlin Kuffour Kedwell Evans  JPayne  Essam Whelpdale Hawkes
Essam  King  Jackman Whelpdale 1 Payne Weston Tomlin Kuffour Kedwell Martin  Richards O.lee  Miller Montrose
Essam _ King Jackman Whelpdale JPayne Weston Tomlin Kuffour Kedwell O.lee Richards Martin Montrose Hawkes
Essam King _ Jackman Whelpdale J.Payne Weston Tomlin Kuffour Kedwell lee  Moenwrose Martin_ Richards  O.lee
Essam King  Jadaman Whelpdale JPayne Weston Tomlin _Kuffour Kedwell lee Montrose O.lee  Davies Hawkes
Richards  King Martin Wheipdale Montrose Olee Jackman Kuffour Tomlin  Davies  Obita Miller  Spiller  Hawkes
Richards Essam  Jackman Whelpdale Montrose O.lee  Obita  Miller Kedwsll  Davies Oli Spiller  Brown  Hawkes
Essam King  lackman Whelpdale J.Payne  Olee Montrose Miller Ol Kedwell Spiiler Evans  Davies Hawkes
Essam King  Jadanan Wheipdale J.Payne  Olee Obita Oli  Kedwell Xuffour Frampton Evans  Miller  Hawkes
Essam King  lackman Wheipdale JPayne Olee  Obua Oii  Kedwell Kuffour Millar  Martin Frampton Hawkes
Essam Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne Jackman Obiia Montrose Kuffour Oli Vine King Miller O.Lee
Essam Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne Jackman Obita Montrose Kuffour oli Lee*” Vine* King Spiller
Essam _Frampton Martin_Wheipdale J.Payne lackman Montrose Kuffour Kedwell  Vine Spiller King Obita Miller
Essam Frampton Mantin Whelpdale J.Payne Jackman Montrose Vine  Kedwell  Spiller  Miller Ol Evans O.lee
Essam Frampton Martin Whelpdale J.Payne Jadaman Montrose Vine Kedwell Spiller Kuffour Ol Evans C.lLee
Essam Frampton Martin Whelpdale Montrose  Tomlin__ Kuffour  Vine  Kedwell Spiller” Oli O.lee® King_ Evans
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OF 10 YEARS AGO

The season was fast drawing to its
finale when the Gills journeyed
north to engage promotion-chasing
Burnley on Saturday April 6 2002.

Fast drawing to end because the
campaign was to finish much earlier than
usual due to the World Cup finals. They
were being contested in South Korea
and Japan this year and were due to start
at the end of May.

And by coincidence there was a former
World Cup star in Burnley's squad, the
one and only Paul Gascoigne.

The ex-England, Newcastle and
Tottenham mudfield maestro was still a
big name even though now in the
twilight of his playing career.

On the day Burnley boss Stan Ternent
named Gazza as one of his team’s
substitutes.

Most Gillingham fans probably hoped
to catch a glimpse of him (Gazza, not
Stan) in action at some stage but it didn't
happen.

There must have been a strong possibility
of him being sent on during the second
half while the encounter remained goalless
but two unanswered goals around the
hour mark put Burnley in the drving seat
and Gascoigne wasn't needed.

Despite losing 2-0, Gills player-manager
Andy Hessenthaler wasn’t unduly
perturbed.

He said: “It was a tough game for us as
they are in the play-off positions and
daing well,

“We have been a bogey team to them
over recent years but it wasn't to be this
time. That said it might have been
different had we not missed two great
chances before half-time.

“We had to make changes as Nyron
[Nosworthy] and Marion [King] were both
out while David Perpetuini had to be
replaced early on by young Richard Rose.

“For me the tumning point came when

ANDY BRADLEY CHRONICLES
GILLINGHAM'S UP AND DOWNS
DURING THE 2001 /02 SEASON

STAN TERNENT

Burnley scored a scrappy goal. That
definitely seemed to lift them.”

Changing tack to a more personal
angle, Hessy added: “It was nice of Stan
Ternent to say that | deserve 10 be
manager of the year

“I have a lot of respect for Stan and I'd
like to see Burnley get promaotion
through the play-offs.

Pressure

“If they do that then he should be
named manager of the year.”

The Clarets largely dominated the dlash
and their pressure paid off when lan
Mocre poked them into the lead.

A few minutes later and the impressive
David Johnson fired home another 1o
seal the result.

Burnley stayed fourth and Gillingham
12th in the First Division table.

Next up the Gills welcomed runaway
leaders Manchester City to Priestfield for
their last home fixture of the season.
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ANDY HESSENTHALER

City were managed by another former
England star - Kevin Keegan - and had
nothing left to prove as they had already
dinched the title and promotion to the
Premier League.

Even though the match was televised
live, it still attracted an above average
attendance of 6,494

And most enjoyed what they saw.
There was no doubting City's pedigree.
They were simply a class above anybody
else in the division and proved it by
stroling to a 3-1 wan.

Iffy Onuora provided Gillingham fans
with hope when he headed home to
cancel out Kevin Horlock's eariy lob.

But Shaun Goater shot the visitors back
in front before half-time and it stayed
that close until Darren Huckerby added
another in the dosing minutes.

Corsequently City remained 10 points
clear of West Brom and 11 ahead of
third-placed Wolves with just one game
0 go
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EANPOWER

STADIUM

escecsececese MAKFE NOISE FORYOURCLUB esececececece

WINUPTO £30,000
FORYOUR CLUB

PLUS AMAZING PRIZES FOR YOU!

l GRAB YOUR SEAT |

INTHE FANPOWER STADIUM AND START
MAKING SOME NOISE

TO FIND OUT MORE, VISITUS ON
FACEBOOK AT NPOWER FOOTBALL

APower
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TERMS AND-CONDITIONS APPLY. COMPETITION CLOSES 18T JUNE 2012
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GILLINGHAM
Ross Flitney i = e 4 Mattia Lanzano
BarryFuller 2 [ O 2 Jay McEveley
Andy Frampton 3 [ [ 3  Callum Kennedy
Charlie Lee 4 [ O 4 Aden Flint
Simon King 5 [ O 5 JoeDevera
Garry Richards 6 [ [ & Paul Caddis
Chris Whelpdale 7 [ [ 8 Simon Ferry
JackPayne 8 [1 [J] 9 Paul Benson
Danny Kedwell 9 = 1 10 Matt Ritchie
CurtisWeston 10 [1 [J 11 Etienne Esajas
DennisOli 11 [ 1 12 Alan McCormack
JoeMartin 12 [ [] 13 Oliver Risser
Matt Lawrence 15 [ [J 14 John Bostock
Matt Fish 16 [ [1 15 Nathan Thompson
Danny Spiller 17 [ [] 16 Lee Cox
Danny Jackman 18 [~ [] 17 Alan Connell
Lewis Montrose 19 [ [1 18 Mark Scott
Callum Davies 20 [ [1 19 Luke Rooney
Dean Rance 21 [ (1 20 Abdul Said
Connor Essam 22 [ [l 21 Lander Gabilondo
Rowan Vine 23 [ [l 22 Lee Holmes
JackEvans 24 [ [] 23 Raffaele De Vita
Alex Brown 25 [ [1 24 Jonathan Smith
Daren Hawkes 26 [1 [J] 26 Phil Smith
TomBrunt 27 [ [J 27 Alessandro Cibocchi
Paulo Gazzaniga 28 [ [J 29 Lukas Magera
Adam Birchall 30 [ [ 30 Leigh Bedwell
Ashley Miller 31 [ [] 31 Billy Bodin
SN JoeCarter 32 [ [J 32 Chris Smith - Bl
wEEE JoKuffour 33 [ [ 34 Ronan Murray C o oy
GavinTomlin 39 [ [1 35 Wes Foderingham
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THE RAINHAM END

& |

Louis Thompson
Mehdi Kerrouche
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NEXT HERE AT PRIESTFIELD

MORECAMBE
Saturday May 05 2012
npower League Two, Kick-oft: 3 .00y

FOR ALL THE LATEST GILLS NEWS, VISIT:
www.gillinghamfootbaliclub.com

Referee: Steven Rushton
Assistants:  lan Rathbone g Nigel Lugg
Fourth Official: Michael Webb



